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GiRis

Bugiin itibariyle Ortadogu olarak ifade edilen ve Fas’tan Afganistan’a
kadar uzanan cografyada Tiirk varliginin ilk olarak Emeviler doneminde yer-
lestigi bilinmektedir. 674 yilinda dénemin Horasan Valisi olan Ubeydullah
Bin Ziyad, Buhara’dan 2000 Tiirk savag¢inin da yer aldigi bir ordu ile
Buhara'y1 gecerek Beykend, Nesef, Ramiten ve Saganiyan’i almasinin ar-
dindan, Basra’ya ge¢mis ve beraberindeki Tiirk savascilar: buraya yerlestir-
mistir. Boylelikle Ortadogu’da yiiz yillarca etkili olacak Tiirklerin ilk izleri
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Daha sonra Buharali bir Tiirk tarafindan kurulan, bugtinkii
Mistr, Urdiin, Filistin ve Suriye’de hiikiim siiren bir Tiirk-Islam devleti olan
Tolunogullar1 Devleti’yle (868-905) birlikte Tiirklerin Bati’'ya dogru hareketi
baslamustir. Yine Tiirkler tarafindan kurulan Thsidiler (Aksitler) Devleti ile
birlikte Tiirkler, Misir, Urdiin, Filistin ve Suriye topraklarinin yani sira, ta-
rihte Hicaz Bolgesi olarak da bilinen ve Kabe'nin yer aldig1 bolgede ilk kez
hiikiimranlik elde etmistir. Bu donemlerde bolgeye yonelik Tiirk gocleri art-
mis olmakla birlikte, Selguklularla birlikte kitlesel Tiirk akimlarinin bugiinkii
Ortadogu cografyasina yoneldigi goriilmektedir. Selguklularla birlikte pek
cok Oguz (Tiirk) Boyu, Orta Asya’dan bugiinkii Ortadogu cografyasina yer-
lesmis ve daha sonra Anadolu’ya ge¢mistir. Bu anlamiyla Ortadogu’ya yone-
lik Tiirklerin kitlesel go¢ hareketlerinin 10. ve 11. yilizyillardan gerceklestigini
sOylemek yerinde olacaktir.!

Selguklularin hakimiyetinden sonra Ortadogu’da pekismeye bagslayan
Tirk varligi, Selguklu Devleti'nin ardindan kurulan Eyyubi ve Memlak
Devletlerinin icerisinde dnemli birer unsur olmustur. Bu donemde Osmanli
Devleti'nin Anadolu’daki hakimiyetini saglamlastirmasindan sonra Yavuz
Sultan Selim’in 1517 yilinda Suriye ve Sina Coliinde Memltk ordusunu he-
zimete ugratmasiyla Ortadogu’da 400 yildan fazla siirecek olan Osmanli ha-
kimiyeti baglamistir. Bu siiregte Tiirkler, Ortadogu’da derin izler birakmis ve
Osmanli Devleti’nin sona ermesinin ardindan Fas’tan Iran’a kadar Ortadogu
cografyasindaki hemen her tilkede yerlesik bir Tiirk varlig: viicut bulmus-

'Hiirmiizlii, Ersat. (2013). Ortadogu Tiirkmenleri. Yeni Tiirkiye, Eyliil Ekim 2013 (54), 2191-2195
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tur. Ozellikle Tiirkiye'nin giineyindeki iilkelerin biiyiik béliimiinde Snemli
bir Tiirk varligl yasamaya devam etmistir. Bu noktada Tiirkiye’'de 6zellik-
le Suriye ve Irak’taki Tiirk varli§1 konusunda bir biling bulunmakla birlik-
te Urdiin, Filistin, Liibnan, Suudi Arabistan, Yemen gibi tilkelerdeki Tiirk
varligina iliskin bilgi ve ilgi diizeyi diisiik kalmistir. Ancak bu tilkelerde de
onemli 6lciide bir Tiirk niifusu bulundugu ve 6zellikle son 10-15 yillik siirec-
te yeniden kendilerini ifade etme cabasi igerisinde olduklar1 goriilmektedir.
Son dénemde 6zellikle Urdiin’deki Tiirk varligmin yeniden bir uyanis ¢aba-
st igerisinde oldugu goriilmektedir. Urdiin’de her ne kadar bir kimligin en
onemli 6gesi olan dil bakimindan zayif bir Tiirk niifusu olsa da niceliksel ve
niteliksel agidan kayda deger bir Tiirk toplulugunun yasadig: sdylenebilir.
Urdiin, Osmanli Devleti'nin topraklari i¢inde yer almast itibartyla Osmanl
bakiyesi olarak adlandirabilecegimiz ve Tiirkiye ile arasinda kimliksel/duy-
gusal bag kuran topluluklara da ev sahipligi yapmaktadir. Nitekim bu top-
luluklarin arastirilmasi amaciyla Ortadogu Arastirmalari Merkezi (ORSAM)
ile Yurtdis1 Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklar (YTB) isbirliginde ytiriitiilen proje
kapsaminda Urdiin’e bir saha calismasi diizenlemis ve Urdiin’deki Tiirk var-
l1g1 ile Osmanli mirasi topluluklar arastirilmistir.

Urdiin’de Tiirk Varligi ve Osmanl Bakiyesi

Giintimiiz Urdiin topraklarindaki Tiirk varhgmin gecmisi yukarida
ifade edildigi gibi oldukca eskiye dayansa da dogrudan Urdiin’deki Tiirk
varlig1 tizerine yapilmis nitelikli ve detayli ¢alismalar yapildigini séylemek
zordur. Bu nedenle Urdiin’deki Tiirk varhigina iligkin detayli ve kesin bilgiler
bulmak son derece zordur. Bu galismada Urdiin’deki Tiirk varligina iliskin
bilgilerin bir kism1 yazili kaynaklardan elde edilmis olsa da biiyiik ¢ogun-
lugu saha calismasinda yapilan goriismeler neticesinde elde edilen verilere
dayanmaktadir.

Osmanli Devleti'nin son déneminde ve 1948 yilinda Israil Devleti'nin
kurulmasiyla Urdiin topraklarina dogru yogun bir go¢ dalgasi yasanmis-
tir. Bununla birlikte hem Urdiin’e yonelik gociin niteligi, gelis sebepleri ve
yerlesim bolgeleri hem de toplumsal dzellikleri itibari ile Urdiin’deki Tiirk
ve Osmanli bakiyesi topluluklar farkli 6zellikler ihtiva etmektedir. Nitekim
Urdiin’de Tiirk soylu topluluklarin yani sira, Cerkezler ve Cegenler de
Urdiin toplumunda ve Urdiin Tiirkleri agisindan 6nemli bir yere sahiptir.
Bu topluluklar tarihsel nedenlerle kendileri ile Osmanl ve onun mirasgisi
Tiirkiye arasinda duygusal bag gelistirmistir. Bu anlam itibariyle bu toplu-
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luklar1 Tiirkiye’ye miizahir topluluklar olarak ifade etmek miimkiindiir. Zira
Urdiin’deki Tiirk toplumunun yani sira hem Cerkezlerin hem de Cegenlerin
cok sayida akrabasi hali hazirda Tiirkiye’de yasamakta ve bu nedenle Tiirkiye
ile baglar1 yogun bir bicimde devam etmektedir. Bununla birlikte Osmanl
sonrast donemde, tarihsel sorunlar nedeniyle Tiirkler tizerinde baski olus-
turulmus, Tiirkler de Cerkez ve Cegenlerin yasadiklar: bolgelere yerlesmis
ve kimlik olarak kamufle olmustur. Boylece Tiirkler ve Osmanli bakiyesi di-
ger topluluklar arasindaki etkilesim {ist diizeyde olurken, kiiltiirel ve kimlik
olarak ig ice gecmis bir sosyal yap1 kurulmustur. Bu durum anlam itibariyle
Urdiin’deki Tiirk varliginin tek bagina incelenmesinin yeterli diizeyde anla-
silmasina imkan tanimayacaktir. Bu nedenle Urdiin’deki Tiirk varlig1 incele-
nirken, Cerkezler ve Cecenler de ele alinacaktir.

Urdiin Tiirkleri

Urdiin’deki Tiirk varligini hem dénemsel hem niteliksel agidan birkag
farki diizeyde incelemek yerinde olacaktir. Go¢ nedenleri tam olarak bilin-
memekle birlikte, Urdiin Tiirklerinin en eski sivil toplum &rgiitii olarak bi-
linen ve 1975’te kurulmus olan Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti Baskani Muhammed
el-Tiirk, Urdiin’e gociin sebeplerini su sekilde aciklamaktadir:

- Osmanl Devleti, sikintil1 donemler gegirdigi son 50 yillik siirecinde gii-
venebilecegi Tiirk aileleri stratejik bolgelere yerlestirerek, kendisi igin
uzak karakollar olusturmustur.

- Hicaz Demiryolu Hattr'nin yapimi icin bugiinkii Urdiin topraklarma
yerlesen Tiirkler olmustur.

- Bir kisim Tiirk aileler Anadolu, Sam, Filistin, Hicaz, Yemen hattinda ya-
pilan ticaret amaciyla Urdiin’e yerlesmistir.

- Dini sebeplerle (6zellikle Kudiis’e ve kutsal bolgelere yakin olmak ama-
ayla) Anadolu’dan bolgeye yonelik go¢ yasanmustir.

- Dini egitim icin bolgeye miinferit gocler olmustur.

- Birinci Diinya Savasi’'nda Osmanli ordusunda savasan askerlerin bir kis-
m1 geri donemeyerek savastiklar: bolgelerde kalmastir.

Bu sebepler Urdiin ve cevresindeki Tiirk varligmin olusumuna iligkin te-
mel unsurlar olarak goriilmekle birlikte, bunlarin yani sira yukarida anlatildi-
g1 lizere, bolgeyi dogrudan goc alani olarak goren ya da gog yolu olarak kul-
lanan ve daha sonra bolgede kalan Tiirk soylularin da oldugu bilinmektedir.
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Bugiinkii Urdiin topraklarina yonelik olarak ilk kez 1860'larda toplu bir
go¢ yasanmistir. Oguzlarin Avsar boyuna mensup Yoriiklerden yaklasik 100
aile, bugiin Urdiin’iin baskenti Amman sinirlar1 igerisinde kalan Rumman
koytine yerlesmistir. Nitekim s6z konusu donemde halen konargoger bir
yapiya sahip olan Avsarlarin farkli kollarindan aileler Anadolu’nun farkl
bolgelerinden (Aydin, Kayseri, Bolu, Urfa, Erzincan gibi) bir araya gelerek,
sulak ve verimli bir araziye sahip olan Rumman’da yerlesik hayat: benimse-
mistir. Bu gog siireci igerisinde gog yolu olarak Sam ve Kudyiis iki ana merkez
olmustur. Bununla birlikte az da olsa Tiirkiye’den go¢ eden Avsarlarin aile-
lerinden bazilarinin Sam, Kudiis, Yafa ve Nablus’a da yerlestigi bilinmekte-
dir. Daha sonra Urdiin Devleti'nin kurulmasiyla birlikte Rumman’da kalan
Tiirkler bu bolgenin esas unsuru haline gelmistir.

Rumman, 1970'lere kadar sadece Tiirklerin yasadig1 bir yerlesim olmus-
tur. Bu stirecte yaklasik 75 y1l boyunca Rumman’in muhtarlig Tiirklerin elin-
de kalmistir. Ancak daha sonra Rumman’in asir1 verimli yapisi nedeniyle
Arap gocii baslamis ve sehrin demografik yapisinda koklii bir degisim ya-
sanmuistir. Disardan gelen goge karsilik Rumman’in yerlisi Tiirkler de evlerini
ve topraklarini satarak Amman’in bir mahallesi olan Suveylih’e yerlesmistir.
Bu siirecin sonunda Urdiin Tiirklerinin tarihi yerlesim yeri olan Rumman’a
Arap niifus hakim olmustur. Glintimiiz itibariyla Rumman’da yasayan hicbir
Tiirk aile kalmamaistir. Rumman’da giintimiizde tamamen Arap niifus yasa-
makta, hatta Beni Hasan asiretinin koyti olarak bilinmektedir. Rumman’daki
Tiirklerin biiyiik kismi ise Amman’in Suveylih mahallesinde yasarken diger
baz illere de go¢ eden aileler olmustur. Rumman’da Tiirk niifus kalmamais
olmasina ragmen tarihi Tiirk mezarlig1 varligim korumaktadir ve Urdiin hii-
kiimetinin verdigi izin ile Rumman disinda yasayan tiim Tiirk kokenli aile-
lerin cenazeleri halen Rumman’daki Tiirk mezarligina gomiilebilmektedir.

Ote yandan Rumman’daki Tiirk varlig1 agisindan iilke igerisine ve iilke
digina yonelik tersine bir go¢ dalgasi da yasanmistir. Rumman’dan biri 1936
digeri 1952’de olmak tizere Tiirkiye’ye yonelik iki go¢ dalgasi oldugu, 6zellik-
le 1936’da Rumman’da yasayan Tiirk ailelerin yarisinin Tiirkiye’ye geri don-
diigii bilinmektedir. Ozellikle 1934-1938 yillar1 arasinda Balkan Tiirklerinin
(¢ogunlukla Romanya ve Bulgaristan) sistemli bir bicimde Tiirkiye'ye ge-
tirilmesi ve iskan edilmesi politikasi izlenmigstir. Bu donemde 400 binden
fazla Tiirk’iin Tiirkiye'ye geldigi bilinmektedir. Bu kapsamda Urdiin’deki
Tiirklerin bir kisminin da Tiirkiye'ye dondiigii diistintilmektedir. Ayni sekil-
de 6zellikle 1950'lerde Bulgaristanin tilkedeki Tiirk ve Miisliiman topluluga
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doniik baskilari nedeniyle 1950-1952 yillar1 arasinda Balkanlardan Tiirkiye’ye
yogun bir Tiirk ve Miisliiman ggii olmustur. Yine Urdiin’deki bir kistm Tiirk
ailenin de bu donemde Tiirkiye’ye geri dondiigii bilinmektedir.

Bununla birlikte Urdiin’deki Tiirk varliginin olusumuna iliskin bir di-
ger onemli nokta Osmanli Devleti'nin son doneminde hayata gegirilen Hicaz
Demiryolu Projesi’dir. Sam’dan baslayarak Medine’ye kadar getirilecek
bir demiryolunun Hicaz’a yonelecek dis saldirilarla bolgede gikabilecek is-
yanlara kars1 6nemli bir savunma hatt1 olusturacag: diistintilmekle birlikte,
ekonomik ve dini sebepler de goz 6niinde bulundurularak, Sultan Ikinci
Abdiilhamid’in karari ile Eyliil 1900’de yapimina baslanmis ve 1909'da ta-
mamlanarak Sultan Tkinci Abdiilhamid tarafindan agilmistir.2 Pek ¢ok Tiirk
ailesi demiryolu projesinde galismak iizere bugiinkii Urdiin topraklarina gel-
mis, hatta projede calisacak baz1 kisiler bu bolgelerde askerlik yapan kisiler-
den seg¢ilmistir. Hicaz Demiryolu hattinin faaliyete ge¢mesi ile birlikte, pro-
jede calisan kisilerin biiyiik kismi aileleri ile birlikte Hicaz Demiryolu'nun
gectigi bolgelerde kalmstir.

Diger taraftan Hicaz Demiryolu hattinin acilmasindan ¢ok kisa bir siire
sonra, 1914’te Birinci Diinya Savasi'nin patlak vermesi ve Osmanli'nin giiney
smirlarinda Arap agiretlerin ayaklanmaya baslamasi ile seferberlik ilan edil-
mistir. Bu donemde acilan Filistin-Suriye ve Hicaz-Yemen Cephelerinde sa-
vagmak tizere Tiirk askerleri bu bolgelere sevk edilmis ve savasin bitmesiyle
bu topraklar1 kaybeden Osmanli Devleti'nin Tiirk askerlerinden bu bolgeler-
de kalanlar olmustur. Osmanl sonrasinda Urdiin Devleti'nin kurulmasiyla
Osmanli askerlerinden Urdiin’de kalanlar yerlesik hayata gecmistir. Boylece
Urdiin’deki Tiirk varligimnin ana kollarindan birini Osmanli’dan kalan asker-
ler ve aileleri olusturmustur.

Bugiin itibariyle Tiirk ailelerin biiyiik boliimii Amman-Suveylih de ya-
sarken, Zerka, Irbid, Salt, Maan, Kerek ve hatta Akabe’ye kadar Tiirk ailele-
ri ile karsilasmak miimkiindiir. Asagida mevcut durum itibariyle Urdiin’de
yasayan Tiirk ailelerin bulundugu sehir ve bdlgeleri gosteren bir tablo
bulunmaktadir.

2 Ufuk Giilsoy, Willlam Ochsenwald, “Hicaz Demiryolu”, TDV islam Ansiklopedisi, https://
islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/hicaz-demiryolu (14.05.2019).
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Urdiin'de Yasayan Tiirklerin Mevcut Dagilimi
Vilayet Yerlesim / Sayr | Yerlesim/Say1 | Yerlesim/Sayr | Yerlesim/Sayr | Yerlesim/Sayi
Aclun Yer Aclun Sakhra Sifine
Sayl 1aile 2-3 aile 1aile
Amman | Yer Suveylih Sahab Cebel Nasr | Mercel-Hammam |  Rasel Ayn
Sayi 25-60 aile 2aile 500 kigi 15 aile 10 aile
Belka Yer Salt
Sayi 1 aile
Cerag Yer (erag
Sayi 1aile
irbid Yer irbid Nuayme
Sayl 10-30 aile 1aile
Kerek Yer Kerek
Say 4-15 aile
Maan Yer Maan Sevbek
Sayl 5aile Hababi Asireti
Zerka Yer Zerka Suhne
Sayl 3 bin kisi 3aile

Not: Ailelerde bulunan birey sayilar: 100’e kadar ¢ikmaktadir. Bunun nedeni ise
Urdiin’e yerlesen ilk atadan ¢ogalan ailelerin tek aile olarak sayilmasidar.

Urdiin’deki Tiirklerin biiyiik boliimii soyadi kanununun ¢ikmastyla “el-
Tiirk” soyadini almistir. Ancak Urdiin Tiirkleri arasinda “el-Tiirk” soyadini
almayan aileler de bulunmaktadir. Ote yandan Urdiin’de “el-Tiirk” soyadi-
n1 alan Tiirk aileler dahi eski aile isimleri ile anilmaya devam etmekte ve
toplum igerisinde bu sekilde kullanilmaktadir. Asagidaki tabloda Urdiin’de
yaygin olarak bilinen Tiirk ailelerin anildig1 isimler yer almaktadur.
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Urdiin‘deki Tiirk Ailelerin Soyadlan
1 Aga 16 Haar Yusuflu® 31 Miilazim
2 Aslan 17 CGaklar* 32 Oglu
3 Avsar 18 Hacsilular* 33 Onbasl
4 Bedirhan 19 Kadilar® 34 Ozkan
5 Bostan 20 Kara Muhtar 35 Postacu
6 Burcak 21 Hakki 36 Salih
7 Burnu 22 Harputlu 37 Seyfi
8 Cennet 23 Hinkink 38 Taslak
9 Cundi 24 Horsid 39 Tatar
10 Deknag 25 Hulusi 40 Tomaki
11 Demir 26 izmirli 4 Ugurlu
12 Diri 27 Kanith 42 Ustalar
13 Ebu Hasan 28 Karatelli 43 Zipli
14 Edhem 29 Kulak 44 Ziilay
15 El-Tiirk 30 Kiipeli

Not: Hact Yusuflu ailesi soyadi kanunun ¢itkmasiyla Ciciklar,
Hacsilular ve Kadilar soyadlarini da kullanmstir.

Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirkler, etnik kimliklerinin bilincinde olmakla birlik-
te, onemli bir boliimii dillerini kaybetmistir. Tiirkgeyi son derece iyi konu-
sanlar sayilar1 ¢ok az olan ve artik ¢ok yaslanmis olan ikinci nesil Tiirklerdir.
Daha sonraki nesillerin geneli Tiirk¢eyi unutmus olsa da kisisel ilgileri nede-
niyle Tiirkceyi 6grenmis kisiler mevcuttur. Uzun yillar boyunca Arap baskin
kimligi ile bir arada yasayan Urdiin Tiirkleri, Arap kiiltiiriinden nemli 61-
cide etkilenmistir. Ote yandan tarihsel miicadelenin getirdigi olumsuzluklar
da Tiirk kimliginin geriye dogru ket vurmasini beraberinde getirmis ve Tiirk
kimligi arka planda kalmistir. Hatta Urdiin’de gerceklestirilen saha ¢alisma-
sinda goriisiilen pek cok kisi gecmiste okulda ya da herhangi bir sosyal or-
tamda Tiirk oldugunu sdylememesi konusunda aileleri tarafindan uyarildi-
gin1 dile getirmistir.

Tiirklerin birbirinden daginik bir bicimde Urdiin’deki farkli kentlerde
yasamis olmalar1 da birbirleri arasindaki etkilesimi koreltmis ve baskin kim-
ligin etkisi altina girmelerine yol agmigtir. Egitim sisteminin Arap kimligine
dayal1 bir yapida olmasi, Tiirklerin anadilde egitim almalarina imkan ver-
memis, boylece dil bag1 da zayiflamigtir. Tiirkler kimlik agisindan ikilem ya-
sarken, daha ¢ok kendini “Urdiinlii” olarak ifade etme yolunu se¢mis ve va-
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tandaglik bagini onemsemistir. Zira tarihsel siirecte bolgedeki Tiirk ve Arap
halki arasinda yasanan sorunlarin bu duruma yol agtigini acik bir bigcimde
sdylemek yerinde olacaktir. Bu nedenle Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirkler baski al-
tinda kalmamak amaciyla vatandaglhk kimligini 6n planda tutmustur.

Bununla birlikte son 10-15 yillik siiregte, Ozellikle Tiirkiye'nin
Ortadogu’daki etkisinin artmasi ile birlikte, Urdiin’deki Tiirk genglerin de
Tiirkceye daha fazla ilgi gosterdigi ve kimligini daha rahat ifade ettigi sylen-
mektedir. Nitekim hem Yunus Emre Enstitiisii'niin Urdiin Temsilciligi'nin
hem de Urdiin’deki Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin agmis oldugu Tiirkge kurslari-
na 6nemli bir ilgi duyulmaktadir. Hatta daha da 6tesinde sadece Urdiin’de
yasayan Tiirklerin degil, Urdiin halkinin biiyiik boliimiiniin Tiirkge ilgisinde
onemli bir artig oldugu, Urdiin Kraliyet Ailesi'ne mensup dort prens ve bir
prensesin dahi Yunus Emre Enstitiisii'niin destegiyle Tiirkce 6grendigi bilin-
mektedir. Bu anlam itibariyle Urd{in’deki Tiirk halkinin da kimligine daha faz-
la sahip ¢ikmaya basladigini, Tiirkliik bilincinin yiikseldigini soylemek yerin-
de olacaktir. Hatta daha 6nce kendisini Arap olarak ifade eden pek ¢ok Tiirk
ailenin yavas yavas Tiirk kimligini ifade etmeye basladig: dile getirilmektedir.

Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin rakamlarma gore bugiin itibariyle Urdiin’de
yasayan Tiirklerin sayis1 12-15 bin olarak ifade edilmektedir. Ancak Urdiin
Tiirklerinin gercek niifusuna iliskin bir rakam verebilmek oldukga zordur.
Zira bir kisim Tiirk aile kendisini Tiirk kimligi ile ifade edemezken, bir kismi-
nin da Arap aile isimleri aldig1 bilinmektedir. Bu nedenle Urdiin Tiirklerinin
tam sayisina ulasmak miimkiin degildir.
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Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirklerin iilkedeki genel sosyal doku ile uyumlu ya-
sadigini sdylemek yerinde olacaktir. Urdiin Tiirkleri hem azinlik psikolojisi-
nin getirdigi sartlar hem de toplumsal yap1 geregi, Urdiin’deki diger biitiin
topluluklarla biiyiik bir ihtilafa sahip degildir. Tiirkler &zellikle Urdiin’de
yasayan Cerkezler ve Cegenler gibi diger Osmanli bakiyesi topluluklarla son
derece ig ice ge¢mis bir sosyal dokuya sahiptir. Hatta tarihsel travmalar nede-
niyle Araplar ve Tiirkler arasindaki gerginlikten dolay Tiirklerin kendilerini
Cerkez ve Cegenlerin arasinda daha rahat ve giivende hissettikleri, bu neden-
le uzun siire bu topluluklarin yogun olarak yasadiklar1 bolgelerde kalarak,
kendileri i¢in bir koruma kalkan1 olusturduklarini ifade etmek miimkiindiir.
Ote yandan bu birliktelikte diger azinlik toplumlarla paylasilan ortakliklarin
da etkili oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu noktada Tiirkler ile Cerkezler ve Cecenler
arasinda akrabalik iliskilerinin de ortaya ¢iktig1, toplumlar aras: evliliklerin
yogun oldugu goriilmektedir.

Urdiin Tiirklerinin genel itibariyle muhafazakar bir yapiya sahip oldugu
soylenebilir. Urdiin Tiirklerinin tamami Siinni’dir. Ancak iilkede mezhep-
sel bir biitiinlitk olmasi nedeniyle Siinni kimligi baskin degildir. Bu noktada
Urdiin Tiirklerinin radikal bir dini anlayisimin olmadigini, hatta dini olarak
iliml1 bir tutuma sahip oldugunu ifade etmek yanlis olmayacaktir.

Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirklerin siyaseten de ayni ilimli tutumu benim-
sedikleri goriilmektedir. Bu anlamiyla Tiirkler arasindaki en 6énemli olgu-
nun vatandaslik bag1 oldugunu, keskin bir ideolojik gizgiden éte Urdiin’iin
milli gikarlar1 iizerinden hareket ettiklerini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Bu an-
lamiyla Urdiin Tiirkleri “devletgi” olarak nitelendirilebilir. Nitekim Urdiin
Tiirklerinin genel itibariyle siyasetin diginda kaldigi, siyasetle cok fazla il-
gilenmedigi goriilmektedir. Urdiin’iin kraliyet rejimi ile yonetilmesinin de
Urdiin Tiirklerinin siyasetten uzak kalmasinin sebeplerinden biri oldugunu
sdylemek yerinde olacaktir. Nitekim Urdiin Tiirkleri, siyasal temsilin biiyiik
bir fark yaratmadigi rejimde, siyasal bir pozisyon alarak devlet nezdinde risk
almak istememektedir. Zira bugiine kadar Tiirkler siyasal bir olusuma gitme-
mis ya da Urdiin’de var olan siyasi yapilar igerisinde etkin bir rol almamistir.

Bununla birlikte Urdiin Tiirklerinin egitim seviyesi oldukga yiiksektir.
Urdiin’deki Tiirk ailelerin biiyiik kisminin egitime énem verdigi ve Tiirklerin
egitime katiliminin yiiksek oldugu bilinmektedir. Urdiin’deki Tiirk aileler,
egitime katilim konusunda esitlik¢i davranmakta, Ortadogu toplumlarinda-
ki genel egilimin tersine kiz ¢ocuklariin da egitimine 6nem vermektedir. Bu
anlamiyla genel olarak Urdiin Tiirklerinin egitimli bir niifusa sahip oldugu-
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nu sdylemek miimkiindiir. Nitekim Urdiin’de Tiirkler her meslekte temsil
edilmektedir. Turkler, devlet kurumlarindaki farkli kademe ve alanlarda da
calismaktadir. Ozellikle askeri alanda Tiirklerin yogun oldugu sdylenmek-
tedir. Ancak Urdiin rejiminin genel uygulamalarimin Tiirklere de yansidig:
goriilmektedir. Zira Urdiin’de iist diizey makamlara Urdiinlii Arap ailele-
rin disinda (Cerkez, Tiirk, Cecen, Filistinli gibi) hicbir toplulugun tiyesinin
getirilmedigi bilinmektedir. Bu nedenle Tiirklerin de genellikle alt ve orta
dereceli makamlarda gorev yaptigini ifade etmek miimkiindiir.

Buradan hareketle Urdiin Tiirklerinin genel itibariyle orta sinif bir eko-
nomik gilice sahip oldugunu sdylemek yerinde olacaktir. Devlet gorevlile-
rinin orta diizey bir yasam standardina sahip oldugu Urdiin’de Tiirkler de
aymi standartlara sahiptir. Ayrica Urdiin’de Tiirklerin kiigiik ¢apli yerel iglet-
melere de sahip oldugu ve farkli alanlarda faaliyet gosterdigi bilinmektedir.
Bu anlam itibariyle Urdiin’deki Tiirklerin yogunlastigi ekonomik faaliyet
alanlar1 bulundugunu séylemek zor olacaktir.

Urdiin Tiirkleri siyasal alandan uzak olmakla birlikte yogun bir sivil
toplum &rgiitlenmesine de sahip degildir. Zira Urdiin’deki Tiirklere ait 2
sivil toplum kurulusundan bahsetmek miimkiindiir. Birincisi Tiirk Hayir
Cemiyeti’dir. Urdiin Tiirklerinin en eski ve bilinen sivil toplum kurulusudur.
Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti, Tiirklerin Suveylih’e go¢ etmesi sonrasinda, gog eden
ailelerin arasindaki etkilesimi ve isbirligini saglamak amaciyla 1975 yilinda
Suveylih’'te kurulmustur. Bu cemiyetin kurulusunda 1970"lerde Urdiin’iin
yasadig1 “kara buhran” sirasinda, Tiirkiye'nin Urdiin rejiminin yaninda yer
almasinin da etkili oldugu diistiniilmektedir.® Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti giinii-
miize kadar faaliyetlerine devam etmektedir. Ayrica 2016 yilinda Tiirk Hay1r
Cemiyeti igerisinden ayrilan bir grup tiyenin kurdugu Tiirk Divani isimli bir
dernek de bulunmaktadir. Ancak halen Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti, toplum haya-
tinda yerini ve 6nemini korumaktadir.

Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti

1975 yilinda kurulan Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti mevcut durum itibariyle 448
genel kurul delegesine, 2000’den fazla iiyeye sahiptir. Her 3 y1lda bir bagkan-
lik se¢imini gerceklestirmektedir. Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin 10 kisilik kurucu-
lar heyeti su isimlerden olusmaktadir:

? Akdevelioglu, Atay ve Kiirkctioglu, Omer, Orta Dogu’yla Hi§kiler, Baskm Oran, Tirk Dis Politikas:
Kurtulus Savasindan Bugiine Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, 2. Baski, Istanbul, Iletisim Yayinlari, 2001,
s. 790
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Mahmud Mustafa Cennat el-Tiirk
Abdiilselam Ahmed el-Hac el-Tiirk
Muhammed Said el-Tiirk
Necmeddin Muhammed el-Tiirk
Necip Said Niyazi

Ahmed Osman el-Tiirk

Ali Omer el-Tiirk

Abdullah Mustafa el-Tiirk
Abdiilaziz Muhammed Abdiilaziz

. Taha Eymen el-Tiirk

Mevcut yonetim kadrosunda asagidaki isimler yer almaktadir:
Muhammed Cengiz el-Tiirk, Baskan

Aydin el-Tiirk, Bagskan Yardimcisi

Yazan el-Tiirk, Muhasip

Arej el-Tiirk, Genel Sekreter

Hisam el-Tiirk, Yiiriitme Kurulu Uyesi

Raid Davraz, Yiiriitme Kurulu Uyesi

Mustafa el-Tiirk, Yiiriitme Kurulu Uyesi

Dernek tiiziigiinde Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin Urdiin Hasimi Krallig

Sosyal Kalkinma Bakanlig1 “dernek ve hayir cemiyeti” hiikiimlerine gore yo6-

netildigi ifade edilmektedir. Tiiziikte Cemiyet'in genel amaclar1 su sekilde
ifade edilmektedir:

Kanun, diizen ve sayg: biitiinliigiine uymak, korumak ve bu gergevede
gelisim saglamak.

Mevcut hayat zorluklarini ortadan kaldirmak ve insanlara hizmet icin
Ozveri ile calismak.

Tiim yonleri ile Tiirk tarihinin anlatimini saglamak.
Tiirkce 6grenmek ve Tiirkge kurslar: agmak.

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandaslig icin gerekli kanuni yonetmelikler cer-
cevesinde belgelerin hazirlanmasina yardimeci olmak.

Thtiyac sahibi Tiirk kokenli ailelere yardim etmek.

Dernek olanaklar: gercevesinde iiniversiteli 6grencilerin egitimlerini ta-
mamlamalarina destek olmak.
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¢ Dernek iiyelerinin ve ailelerinin her alanda ihtiyaglarina yardimci olmak.
¢  Yetim kefaleti hizmeti saglamak.

e Sadaka ve hayir isleri yapmak.

e Yiiksek ahlak, Islami deger ve hosgorii saglamak.

e  Fikir aligverisinde olumlu yonde gelismeler saglamak.

e Igbirligini ve fayday1 genis kitlelere yaymak.

e Saygi cercevesinde fikirleri sunmak.

e Diger insanlara kars1 hosgortilti olmak.

Bu cergevede faaliyetlerini yiiriiten Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti, Urd{in’deki
Tirk toplumunun etkilesimini saglayacak faaliyetlerine hiz vermistir.
Ozellikle Tiirkiye'nin Amman Biiyiikelgiligi ile irtibatin artmasi, Yunus Emre
Enstitiisii'niin varligi, Yurtdis: Tiirkler ve Akraba Topluluklar Bagkanligi'nin
(YTB) faaliyetleri ve Tiirk Isbirligi ve Kalkinma Ajansi Baskanhigi'nin (TIKA)
katkilar1 ile Tirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin toplumsal goriiniirliigiinde artis s6z
konusudur. Ozellikle Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti tarafindan diizenlenen Tiirkge
kurslarma biiytik ilgi vardir.

Tiirk Divam

Nisan 2016’da kurulan Tiirk Divani ise Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nden ayri-
lan bir grup Tiirk’tin kurdugu dernektir. Tiirk Divani icerisinde Tiirk Hayir
Cemiyeti'nden farkl olarak Filistinli Ttirkmenlerin de yer aldig1 bilinmekte-
dir. Ttirk Divani da Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'nin faaliyetlerine benzer faaliyetler
gerceklestirmektedir. Tlirk Divani'nin yonetim kurulunda asagidaki isimler
yer almaktadir.

Muhammed el-Tiirk, Bagkan

Munir el-Tiirk, Bagkan Yardimcisi
Nidal el-Tiirk, Muhasip

Ibrahim Aslan, Yiiriitme Kurulu Uyesi

Muhammed Hulusi, Yiirtitme Kurulu Uyesi

A L A

Neshat el-Tiirk, Yiiriitme Kurulu Uyesi

Tirk Divani Baskanni Muhammed el-Tiirk’iin ifadesine gore, Tiirk
Divani'na kayith 200’e yakin aile bulunmaktadir. Bu ailelerin bir kisminin
da halihazirda Tiirk Hayir Cemiyeti'ne de kayitli oldugu bilinmektedir.
Tiirk Divanu Baskani Muhammed el-Tiirk, birincil amaclarinin Urdiin’deki
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Tiirk halk:i arasinda Tiirkgeyi korumak ve yayginlastirmak oldugunu, bu
sayede Urdiin Tiirklerinin Tiirkiye ile olan irtibatin1 arttiracaklarini dile
getirmektedir.

Filistin Tiirkmenleri

Urdiin’deki Tiirk varligimin &nemli bir kismini Filistinli Tiirkmenler
olusturmaktadir. Bu Tiirkmenlerin biiyiik kisminin Selahattin Eyyubi ile
birlikte bugtinkii Filistin topraklarina gelen Tiirkmen athilardan kalan ai-
leler oldugu sdylenmektedir. Urdiin’de gerceklestirilen saha calismasinda
goriisiilen Tiirkmenler, soylarmi yedi nesle kadar bildiklerini ancak once-
sine ulasamadiklarimi ifade etmektedir. Tiirkmenlerin, 6zellikle bugtinkii
Filistin topraklarinda Hayfa-Nasira-Cenin ti¢geninin ortasinda kalan “Merc
bin Amr” bolgesinde yerlesik olarak yasadiklar1 bilinmektedir. Bu bolgenin
Kudiis't kusatmak igin bolgeye gelen Selahaddin Eyyubi'nin kumandasi
altindaki Tiirkmenlere kahramanliklarindan dolay1 verildigi sdylenmekte-
dir. Osmanli doneminde Tiirkce bilmeseler bile bolgenin beylerinin Filistin
Tiirkmenlerinden secildigi ifade edilmektedir. Bugiin halen bu bélgede yasa-
yan Tiirkmenler bulunmakla birlikte, 1948'de Israil’in kurulmasi ile birlikte,
Urdiin’e gog eden bir kistm Tiirkmen aileler énce Urdiin’iin farkl kesimle-
rine dagilmis olsa da daha sonra bir araya gelerek, Vadi El-Rayan bolgesine
yerlesmislerdir. Vadi El-Rayan bélgesi tam olarak Urdiin’iin Israil-Filistin
sinirinin birlestigi yerde sinira sadece 2 km. uzaklikta bulunmaktadir. Ote
yandan Filistin’deki Cenin’e 14 km., Golan’a 30 km., Urdiin’tin Irbid kentine
20 km. uzakliktadir. Bugiin itibariyle Urdiin’de yasayan 8 asirete mensup
yaklasik 138 Tiirkmen ailesinin isimleri bilinmektedir. S6z konusu asiretler
ve asiretlere bagli ailelerin isimlerine asagidaki tabloda yer verilmistir.
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Uirdiinlii Filistin Tiirkmenleri (Beni Amir Ogullari)

Beni

Sukayrat Agireti El-Tavatha | El-Avadin | Alkem (EI- | BeniSuaidan Cerra Beni Kalbe | Nagnaniye
yratas Asireti Asireti | Vuhus) Asireti | (ibdah) Asireti Agieti Asireti Asireti
1. E-Sukeyra VR Eakup | 1. Muammer | 1.E-Hatb | | Serran | 1.El-Feyyad
' y Musarife | it ' Hevasin | Ereyy
2. El-Favair 2B 2. 2. Tarrak 2Mansur | 210 Etindi | 2. E-Hurub

Favadile Lureyk Bacavi
3.B- . ) 3.B- 3.E- )
3. El-Husuk Sevayihin 3.El-Sehab | 3. El-Seyyid 3. El-Sudi Ferasin | Kerayime 3. El-Muhsin
4.El-Araira | 4.El-Geyt A8 4.El-Sami | 4.El-Makdadi | 4. El-Said 4B 14 Nebhan
Sumuri Sehab
5.B- 5.E- : . 5.B- 5.E-
5. El-Tubeysat Suheybat | Hadarat 5.Halil | 5. El-Kevayide Amir Beyii 5.El-Kehle
6. El- 6. Ebu ) 6. El- 6. El-
6. EI-Sukur Gababse Hurme 6. El-Haccat | 6. El-Nevakile Huceyci | Ziyadine 6. El-Firat
. 7.H- . 7.B- 7.H- 7.H-
7. El-Cevalil Gamamze 7.Kuteys | 7.El-Kurdat | 7.El-Gavadire Salahat | Riyahat | Kaveyide
. .| 8.E- 8.kl -
8.El-Ayyat | 8.El-Sobas | 8.Duveyk | 8.El-Gazavi | 8.El-Suvari Hayrallat |  Hamid 8. Biladi
9.El-Ziyabat | 9.El-Arbali | 9.Sagar | 9.EbuSuves | 9.El-Ferhat 92'3: 9. Bilal
10. EI- | T10.E- | 10.Al
10. El-Hamayse | 10. Akl Tayyar 10. EI-Mutlak | 10. EI-Cundi Katanat Seyh
) 11.E- 11.Ebu | 11.Ebu
11.El-Zikarta | 11.Esad Mutlak Rumeyle 11. El-Zevatin Ferce
12.8-Garus | 12.Muslah | ZE | TEEY s e R
Hasan Sileyan
13. Ebu Same 13.Ebu 13.E- 13.Riyme | 13.Ebuel-Rab
Somer Buzeyr
14. EI- 14. El- .
14. El-Esmer Geyrut | Hammad 14.Suveylat | 14.El-Fari
. 15. Ebu 15.EI-
15. El-Abdavi | 15. Numan ntuk Nuseyrat 15. Selum
16.El-Rimali | 16. Salih 16. El_. 16. Mufdi | 16. Ebu Cevher
Gabari
. 17.El-
17. Fadil 17. Clineyd . 17. Musebbe | 17. Ebu Hatab
Saharir
18. Sabah 18.Ebu 18.El- 18. El-Furuc
Same Furuc
19. Ebu 19.Ebu
19. Ebu Rekbe Nesib Cebel
_ 20. EI-
20. Imedi Sahadat
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21. Yunus el- 21.El-
Hamdan Cevabire

22.Ebu

22. El-Sersavi Matar

23.Ureybi | 23.Buheyt

24. El-Hamidi

25. El- Esgar

26.Tuama

27.El-Zakta

28. El-Masaliha

29. Ebu Ceris

30. Cuseyn

31. El-Huluf

32. El-Furug

Bunun disinda isimleri burada anilmayan ailelerin oldugundan da bah-
setmek miimkiindiir.

Ayrica El-Rayan bolgesinin diginda, Suveylih’'teki Teamri Asireti'nin
yani sira irbid, Zerka ve Beka’a Kampinda da 6nemli bir Filistinli Tiirkmen
niifusunun  barindigin1  sdéylemek miimkiindiir. El-Rayan’da tama-
men Tirkmenlerden olusan {i¢ kdy vardir. Bu kdyler Ruveyhe, Kreyme,
Darelle’dir. Bu koyler arasindaki en biiyiik koy Ruveyhe olarak bilinmek-
tedir. El-Rayan Tiirkmen Asiretleri Muhtar1 Yusuf Mahmud Tiirkmen’in
verdigi bilgilere gore koyde yaklasik 2.000 bin kisi yasamaktadir. Kreyme
Belediye Bagkanligii bir donem Tiirkmenler tistlenmistir. Ote yandan El-
Rayan’da geri kalan 22 koyde de Tiirkmen niifus bulunmaktadir.

Rayan Vadisi'nden sonra en fazla Filistinli Tiirkmen niifusun bulundugu
yer Irbid’dir. 1948’de Rayan Vadisi'ne yerlesen Tiirkmenlerin bir kismi, daha
sonra Irbid’e gocerek, burada Tiirkmen Mahallesini kurmustur. Mahalle
dogu ve bat1 olarak ikiye boliinmektedir. irbid’deki Tiirkmen Mahallesi,
Irbid’in en biiyiik mahallesi olarak bilinmektedir. Urdiin’de gergeklestiri-
len saha galismasinda goriisme yapilan Tiirkmen Mahallesi Muhtar1 Sevket
Ibrahim (Tiirkmen), Tiirkmen Mahallesi'nde yaklasik 4 bin hane, 20 bin nii-
fus oldugunu ifade etmistir.

[rbid’den sonra en biiyiikk Tiirkmen topluluk Urdiin’deki Beka’a
Kampinda yasamaktadir. Bu kampta yaklasik 10-15 bin civarinda Filistin
Tiirkmeni'nin yasadigi ifade edilmektedir. Sukhne’deki miilteci kampinda da
yasayan Filistin Tiirkmeni aileler bulunmaktadir. Ayrica daha 6nce bir kamp
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olsa da simdi kent goriintimiine sahip olan Sahna’da da Filistin Tiirkmeni
aileler yasamaktadir. Diger taraftan Urdiin’{in baskenti Amman’in da farkl
bolgelerinde daginik halde Filistinli Tiirkmen ailelere rastlamak miimkiin-
diir. Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirklerin sayisina iligkin farkli rakamlar verilmekle
birlikte, Urdiin’de yasayan sadece Filistinli Tiirkmenlerin sayisinin 50 binden
fazla oldugu sdylenmektedir. Giiniim{iz itibarryla biitiin Filistin Tiirkmenleri
Urdiin vatandashig almistir.

Bugiin Urdiin’deki hem Tiirklerin hem de Filistinli Tiirkmenlerin bii-
yiik boliimiiniin dillerini kaybettigi goriilmektedir. Ozellikle Filistinli
Tiirkmenlerin tamami1 Arapga konusmakla birlikte bazi ailelerin kimliklerin-
de “Tiirkmen” yazmakta ve yasadiklar1 bolgelerde Urdiin Igisleri Bakanlig
tarafindan onaylanan “Tiirkmen Asiretleri Muhtarlar1 (Temsilcileri)" bulun-
maktadir. Urdiin’de Tiirkmenleri temsilen resmi olarak 3 muhtar bulun-
maktadir. Bu muhtarlar herhangi bir segimle degil asiretler arasindaki uzlas:
ile belirlenerek asiretler adina Urdiin Icisleri Bakanligi'na bildirilmekte ve
Urdiin Devleti nezdinde Tiirkmen asiretlerin temsilcisi olarak anilmaktadir.
Buna gore mevcut durum itibariyle Tiirkmen mubhtarlar sunlardir:

- Sevket Ibrahim - Irbid Tiirkmen Mahallesi Muhtar1

- Yusuf Mahmud Ahmed Mustafa — Ruveyhe Belediyesi Tiirkmen
Asgiretleri Muhtar1

- Nasr Ahmet el-Isa el-Hatip — Rayan Vadisi Tiirkmen-Arap Asiretleri
Mubhtar1

Muhtarlarin Miihiirleri
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Yukarida goriildiigii tizere Rayan Vadisi Muhtar1 Nasr Ahmet, Ttirkmen
— Arap Asiretleri Muhtar1 olarak anilmaktadir. Bu noktada Urdiin’deki
Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin “Tiirkmen-Arap” (Arabi Tiirkmen) ad1 ile de anildig1
goriilmektedir. “Arap-Tiirkmen” tabirinin “Yo6riik (konar-goger)” anlaminda
kullanildig1 ve ayrica etnik olarak Tiirk olan bu toplulugun Arapga konustu-
gu icin de “Arap-Tiirkmen” olarak anildig1 ifade edilmektedir.

Urdiin’de yasayan Filistin Tiirkmenleri muhafazakar bir yapiya sahip-
tir ve tamamu Siinni’dir. Urdiin icerisinde siyasal olarak keskin bir ¢izgiye
sahip olmayan Filistin Tiirkmenleri, Filistin’deki Israil politikalar1 nedeniyle
Israil’e karg tepkilerini ise acik bir dille ifade etmektedir. Filistin Tiirkmenleri,
Urdiin’de bir siyasal kurulusa sahip olmamakla birlikte Urdiin Parlamentosu
icerisinde yer alan ve Miisliiman Kardesler destekli Islah Grubu'nun bir iiye-
si olan Islami Cephe adli olusumdan milletvekili olan Hamza Mansur’un
Filistin Ttirkmeni oldugu bilinmektedir.

Diger taraftan Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin Urdiin’deki her alanda aktif calis-
t1g1 bilinmektedir. Urdiin’de devlet gorevlisi olan ¢ok sayida Tiirkmen bu-
lunmakla birlikte, ticaret ve tarim alaninda da Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin etkin
oldugu goriilmektedir. Ozellikle yaklasik 30 km boyunca uzanan el-Rayan
bolgesinde yasayan Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin tarimsal alandaki faaliyetleri
dikkat cekmektedir. El-Rayan bdlgesi tarim arazileri ve seracilik agisindan
onemli bir potansiyeli barindirirken, biiyiik orandan Filistin Ttirkmenlerinin
bu tarimsal faaliyetleri yiriittiigti gortilmektedir. Hatta el-Rayan’da-
ki Filistin Tiirkmenleri, el-Rayan icin “Urdiin’ii besleyen bolge” tabirini
kullanmaktadar.

Urdiin’de yasayan Filistin Tiirkmenleri arasinda egitim seviyesi de ol-
dukga yiiksektir. Hatta devlet kurumlarinda ya da resmi makamlarda gorev
alanlarin yani sira, ticaretle ya da tarimla ugrasan Tiirkmenlerin dahi bii-
yiik boliimiiniin lisans, yiiksek lisans ya da doktora derecesine sahip oldugu
bilinmektedir.

Filistin Tiirkmenleri, on yillardir yasadiklari Urdiin Devleti'ne ilis-
kin sadakat ve minnetlerini yiiksek sesle dile getirirken, “birgiin mutlaka
Filistin’e donecegiz” soziiyle de Filistin’e olan 6zlemlerini dile getirmektedir.
Zira hali hazirda Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin bir kism1 da Filistin’de (6zellikle
Cenin’de) yasamaktadir. Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin burada da Tiirk-Tiirkmen
Divani adiyla bir dernege sahip oldugu ve halen faaliyetlerini siirdiirdiigii
bilinmektedir.
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Urdiin’de Osmanh Bakiyesi Topluluklar
Buhariler (Buharalilar)

Urdiin'de yasayan bagka bir Tiirk toplulugu da Ozbek kokenli
Buharalilardir. 1948’de Filistin’den Urdiin’e gogen Tiirk soylular arasinda
Buhariler olarak bilinen ve Ozbekistan’dan Kudiis'e go¢ etmis olan topluluk
da vardir. Rusya’nin Tiirkistan’1 isgal etmesiyle dini sebeplerle Kudiis’e yer-
lestikleri bilinen Buharalilar, giiniimiize kadar Kudiis’teki varligini devam et-
tirmektedir. Buhariler, 1731 yilinda Kudiis’te Buharalilar Tekkesini kurmus-
tur. Tekke'nin ilk seyhi Osman Bey Buhari olarak bilinmektedir. Tekkenin
kurulma amact Osmanli ve Buhara’dan gelenlerin misafir edilmesidir. Ote
yandan 1960’larda Buhara’dan gog ederek tekkenin seyhligini yapan Seyh
Resit Buhari'nin tekke tizerindeki etkisi biiyiiktiir. Bu tekke varligini giinii-
miize kadar korumustur. Urdiin’de gerceklestirilen saha calismasi sirasin-
da goriisme yapilan Seyh Resit Buhari'nin {igiincii kusak torunlarindan Sait
Buhari, Tekke’'nin o dénemlerde hacca gitmek isteyen Buharalilara yardim
etmek amaciyla kuruldugunu ifade etmektedir. 1918’de Rus Ordusu’nun
Tiirkistan’r iggal etmesiyle birlikte, Buhara’dan Kudiis’e yonelik biiyiik bir
go¢ dalgasinin yagandig bilinmektedir. Urdiin’deki Buharilerin de Urdiin’e
yerlesmesi Kudiis iizerinden olmustur.

Buharalilarin bugtinkii Urdiin topraklarina yerlesmelerinin ilk done-
mi 1920’lerin baglarinda ekonomik sebeplerle olmustur. 1927-28 yillarin-
da Amman’in ilk ticaret merkezi olan Buharalilar Carsisi kurulmustur.
Ayrica Urdiin’iin Irbid sehrinde de bir Buharalilar Carsis1 bulunmaktadir.
Giintimtiizde bu ¢arsilar varligini korumakta ve halen Buharalilar tarafindan
idare edilmektedir.

Ote yandan Buharalilarin toplu olarak Urdiin’e en biiyiik gocii 1948'de
Israil Devletinin kurulmasiyla olmus, c¢ok sayida Buharali aile diger
Filistinlilerle birlikte Urdiin’e go¢ etmistir. Urdiin’"de Amman ve Irbid sehirle-
rinde yogun olarak yasayan Buharalilarin bir kismi1 Ozbek dilini korumayi ba-
sarirken, yeni nesil genglerin yavas yavas dillerini kaybettigi soylenmektedir.

Diger Tiirk topluluklarinda oldugu gibi Buharilerin de tamami Urdiin
vatandashgimi kazanmistir. Buharilerin biiyiik boliimiiniin  kimliginde
“Buhari” soyadi yer almaktadir. Bazi Buharilerin kimliginde ise Kilani,
Mirza, Taskendi, Can gibi aile isimleri bulunmaktadr.

Bununla birlikte Buharilerin gelenek ve kiiltiirlerine sahip ¢iktig1, 6zellik-
le 6zel giinlerde geleneklerini yerine getirmeye calistig1 bilinmektedir. Ancak
Buharilerin, Orta Asya gibi Ortadogu’dan farkli 6zelliklere sahip bir bolge-
den gelmis olmalarina ragmen zaman igerisinde bolge sartlarina uyum sagla-
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diklar1 ve her anlamda Urdiin’e entegre olduklari da goriilmektedir. Buhariler
sayica en az niifusa sahip Tiirk toplulugu oldugu gibi, basta Urdiin Tiirkleri ol-
mak tizere Osmanl bakiyesi Cerkez ve Cegenler ile de giiclii iliskilere sahiptir.

Bubhariler de diger Tiirk topluluklar1 gibi muhafazakar bir yapiya sahip-
tir. Stinni Miisliiman olan Buharilerin 1liml1 bir Miisliiman kimligine sahip
oldugu goriilmektedir. Bununla birlikte Buharilerin siyasi olarak da aym
ilimli tavr1 korudugunu ve siyasete hi¢ miidahil olmadigini séylemek miim-
kiindiir. Urdiin’de diger Tiirk topluluklarin oldugu gibi Buharilerin de her-
hangi bir siyasi olusumu bulunmazken, Buhariler bir dernek statiistinde olan
Buhariler Cemiyeti'nde (asiret divani gibi bir yap1) zaman zaman bir araya
gelmektedir. Ancak maddi yetersizlikten dolay fazla bir aktivitesi olmayan
Buhariler Cemiyeti'nin son bagkani da Mart 2019’da vefat etmis ve yerine bir
baskan sec¢ilmemistir.

Buharilerin biiyiik kism1 orta diizeyde bir ekonomik refaha sahiptir.
Devlet dairelerinde gorev alanlarin yani sira, Buharilerin ticari hayatta da
aktif oldugu goriilmektedir. Urdiin’de gergeklestirilen saha calismalarinda
Buharilerin bugiinkii niifusuna tam olarak ulasmak miimkiin olmamuistir.
Bununla birlikte Urdiin’de yasayan Buharilerin tersine goc verdigi sdylen-
mektedir. Nitekim Buharilerin bir kisim akrabalarinin Tiirkiye ve Avrupa iil-
kelerinde yasadig1, Urdiin’deki zor ekonomik sartlar nedeniyle, Buharilerin
akrabalarimin yanina gog ettigi ifade edilmektedir.

Uirdiin'de Kafkasyalilar: Cerkezler ve Cecenler

Urdiin’deki Tiirk topluluklarin yani sira Kafkasya kdkenli ve Osmanli
bakiyesi olan, Tiirkiye'ye miizahir topluluklar da yasamaktadir. Bu anlamuy-
la Cerkezler ve Cegenler 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle devlet sistematigi
icerisindeki yerleri ve niifus oranlar1 diistintildiigtinde Urdiin’deki Cerkez
varlig1 dikkat cekmektedir.

Rus isgalinden kacan Cerkezlerin bir kismi biiyiik gocler halinde bugiin-
kii Urdiin topraklaria yerlesmistir. Ana akim olarak Cerkezlerin 1868-1909
arasinda bugiinkii Urdiin topraklarina yerlestigi bilinmektedir. Cerkezler,
Amman’t merkez konuma almis ve buradan Urdiin’deki diger illere dag1l-
mustir. Cerkezlerin 6zellikle Amman’in kurulmasi ve sehirlesmesinde biiyiik
rolii olmustur. Nitekim 1909°da Amman’in ilk belediye baskan1 olarak bir
Cerkez olan Ismail Babuk secilmistir. Cerkezler daha sonra Ceras, Sahab,
Naour, Vadi Sir, Zerka, Suveyleh ve Riseyfe’ye yerlesmis ve buralarin da il
belediye baskanlar1 Cerkezler olmustur.

Cerkezler Urdiin Devleti'nin kurulmasmin ardindan iilke icerisinde ak-
tif bir yapr kurmustur. Tarihi siiregte farkli olusumlar kuran Cerkezler, si-
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yasi hayat igerisinde de etkin rol oynamistir. Ornegin ilk Cerkez Dernegi,
Urdiin’deki Cerkezleri bir araya getirmek amaciyla 16 Ocak 1932’de kurul-
mus ve halen aktiftir. Dernegin ilk subesi Amman Suveylih'te acilmistir.
Sonra 1961’de Naur, Vadi Sir, Ruseyfe ve Zerge’de Cerkez Dernegi'nin su-
beleri agilmistir. 1971’de Amman’da, 1984'te Ceras’ta Cerkez Kadinlar Birligi
kurulmustur. 1974'te Cerkezler tarafindan bir okul acilmustir. Urdiin’de
gerceklestirilen saha galismasi sirasinda goriisme yapilan Cerkez Dernegi
Baskani Ziihtii Canbeg’in verdigi rakama gore bu okulun mevcut durum
itibariyle 1.200 6grencisi vardir. Ayrica Cerkez Dernegi'ne bagh Zerka’'da
Prens bin Ali ismiyle bir kres bulunmaktadir. Ote yandan Cerkezler spor ala-
ninda da aktif olmustur. 1942’de Cerkez Dernegi'ne bagli olarak Al Ahli Spor
Kuliibii, 1959’da ise Cili Cedid (Yeni Nesil) Spor Kuliibii kurulmustur. Ayrica
Cerkezler, 1993'te de Kafkasya’dan Gelen Dostlar Grubu (Asdika Serakezet
Kafkas) adli bagka bir dernek daha kurmustur.

Cerkezler siyasette de aktif konumdadir. Bugiinkii 130 kisilik Urdiin
Parlamentosu’'nda Cerkez ve Cecenler i¢in 3 kisilik kota bulunmaktadir.
Cerkezler niifus potansiyellerine giivenerek, kota disinda da secime ka-
tilim hakki talep etmektedir. Ayrica Urdiin Kabinesi'nde bakanlik yapmis
Cerkezler bulunmaktadir. Daha da énemlisi Urdiin Kraliyet Muhafizlari'nin
tamami Cerkezlerden olusmaktadir. Ozellikle Urdiin’deki giivenlik kurum-
larinda ¢ok sayida tist diizeyde Cerkezler bulunmaktadir. Cerkezler genel-
likle iyi egitimli ve yiiksek gelir diizeyine sahiptir. Devlet kadrolarinda oldu-
gu kadar Urdiin’deki ticari faaliyetlerde de etkindir.

Bugiin itibariyle Urdiin’de yasayan Cerkezlerin niifusuna iliskin farkl
rakamlar telaffuz edilmektedir. Cerkez Dernegi'nin verilerine gore Urdiin’de
200 binin tstiinde bir Cerkez niifus bulunmaktadir. Ancak Cerkez Dernegi,
Urdiin hiikiimetinin agikladigi rakamin 160 bin oldugunu ifade etmektedir.
Bu niifus birbirine son derece bagli bir yapiya sahiptir. Urdiin’deki Cerkezler
arasinda giiglii bir iletisim bagi bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle Amman’da yogun
olarak yasayan Cerkezler, kendi dil, gelenek ve kiiltiirlerini korumaktadir.
Amman’dan sonra sirasiyla Ceras, Zerka, Ruseyfe ve Irbid’de Cerkez niifus
yogunlugu bulunmaktadir. Ote yandan Urdiin’deki Cerkezlerin, Tiirkiye
basta olmak iizere Rusya ve diger iilkelerde bulunan Cerkezlerle de iletisi-
mi giiclii bir bigimde devam etmektedir. Urdiin’deki Cerkezlerin 6zellikle
Tiirkiye’deki Cerkezlerle giiglii baglar1 ve akrabalik iliskileri bulunmaktadir.
Zira Urdiin’e yerlesen Cerkezlerin biiyiik boliimii Tiirkiye {izerinde Urdiin’e
gecmistir. Bu nedenle Urdiin’deki Cerkez ailelerin biiyiik kisminin akrabala-
rimin bir béliimii Tiirkiye’de yasamaktadir. Urdiin Cerkez Dernegi Baskani
Ziihtii Canbeg, Urdiin’de yasayan Cerkez ailelerindeki biiyiiklerin biiyiik
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boliimiiniin Tiirkiye’de kaldiklar: igin Tiirkge bildigini, ancak daha sonraki
nesillerde Tiirk¢e'nin unutuldugunu dile getirmistir.

Cerkezlerle birlikte Cecenler de Urdiin’deki Kafkasyalilar arasinda
onemli bir yere sahiptir. Bugiinkii Urdiin topraklaria yonelik ilk toplu gogiin
Rus Ordusu’nun Cegenistan’1 isgal etmesinin ardindan 1903 yilinda yasandi-
g1 bilinmektedir. Cegenistan’da yaklasik 200 ailenin Rus isgalinden kagarak
Mekke’ye (dini mekanlara yakin olmak amaciyla) gog etmek istedigi, ancak
Urdiin {izerinden ¢olii gecemedikleri icin Zerka'ya yerlestigi soylenmekte-
dir. Ayrica Hicaz Demiryolu’nda ¢alismalari ve demiryolunu korumalari igin
Osmanli déneminde bugiinkii Urdiin topraklarina yerlestirilen Cegenlerin
de oldugu bilinmektedir. Cegenlerin Urdiin topraklarina gelmesiyle birlik-
te daha sonra go¢ eden ailelerin de oldugu ve zamanla Urdiin’deki diger
kentlere dagildig: ifade edilmektedir. Zira, Zerka’dan sonra Amman (6zel-
likle Suveylih), Ezrak ve Sukne’ye yerlesen Cegen aileler olmustur. Bugiin
Cegenlerin toplu olarak yasadig1 bilinen Urdiin’deki en 6nemli yerlegim yeri
Sukne’dir. Sukne’de Cegen toplumunu temsilen bir anit/kubbe/minare var-
dir. Ayrica Zerka’da bir Cegen Mahallesi bulunmaktadir.

Cegenler, ilk kez 1957'de derneklesmeye gitmis ve Zerka'da Cegen
Dernegi kurulmustur. Cegen Dernegi'nin Sukne, Suveylih ve Ezrak’ta su-
beleri bulunmaktadir. Daha sonraki donemlerde Cecenler farkli dernekler
de kurmuslardir. Cecen Dernegi'nden farkli olarak Cecen Hayir Cemiyeti
kurulmustur. Cecen Hayir Cemiyeti'nin Sukne, Zerka, Suveylih’te subeleri
bulunmaktadir. Bu derneklere bagli olarak Cecen Kadinlar Birligi olustu-
rulmustur. Ayrica, Urdiin Cegen Folklor Dernegi, Kafkasya Kiiltiir Dernegi,
Cecen Dostlar1 Dernegi gibi farkli derneklerin yan1 sira bazi ailelere bagh
divanlar bulunmaktadir. Urdiin’de yasayan Cegenler agiret yapisina sahiptir.
Urdiin’de yasayan Cecen asiretlerin en biiyiigii olarak Beyno asireti bilin-
mektedir. Nitekim mevcut durum itibariyle Urdiin Parlamentosu Amman
Milletvekili olan Tamir Beyno bu asirete mensuptur. Diger taraftan Urd{in’de
Parcho, Gilno, Zendko, Bilto, Sono gibi biiyiik Cecen asiretleri de vardir.

Cegenler genellikle muhafazakar bir toplum olarak bilinmektedir.
Siinni Miisliiman olan Cegenlerin, siyasal olarak da Urdiin’deki Miisliiman
Kardegler igerisinde temsilcileri vardir. Bu temsilcilerden biri, daha once
yukarida ismi amilan Tamir Beyno’dur. Ayrica yine Urdiin Parlamentosu
Zerka Milletvekili olan Nebil Kamil de Cecendir. S6z konusu iki milletvekili
de Cecen ve Cerkezlere taninan 3 sandalyelik kotadan segilmistir ve Urdiin
Parlamentosu igerisindeki Miisliiman Kardegler grubunda yer almaktadir.

Cegenler genellikle egitimli bir halk olarak taninmaktadir. Cegen aile-
lerin egitime onem verdigi bilinmektedir. Cegen halki icerisindeki yeni ne-
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sil arasinda Cegen dilini kaybetmeye baslayanlar olsa da Urdiin’de yasayan
Cegenler dillerini korumaya c¢alismakta ve biiyiik oranda korumaktadir.
Cecen Dernegi'nde verilen dil kurslari ile birlikte Cecenler i¢in bir okul agma
distincesi de vardir.

Cecenlerin, Urdiin’deki Cerkezlerden farkli olarak Tiirkiye ve Rusya’daki
Cegenlerle iligkileri zayiftir. Ancak Urdiin’deki ekonomik kosullarin zayif-
lamas1 nedeniyle bazi Cegen ailelerin Tiirkiye'ye gog ettigi soylenmekte-
dir. Urdiin’de gergeklestirilen saha galismalari sirasinda goriisme yapilan
Cecenler tarafindan, mevcut durum itibariyle Rusya’ya bir geri doniis olma-
dig1, Cegenlerin Rusya yerine (6zellikle dini nedenlerle) Tiirkiye'yi tercih et-
tigi/edecegi ifade edilmektedir.

Sonu¢

Sonug olarak Urdiin’de Tiirk varlig1 ve Osmanli mirasi topluluklar kendi
iginde {iglii bir siiflandirmaya tabi tutulabilir. {lk grup Urdiin Tiirkleri ola-
rak adlandirilmaktadir. Urdiin Tiirkleri, Urdiin’iin Osmanl topraklar1 iginde
yer aldig1 19. yiizyildan baslayarak bolgede Osmanli egemenliginin sona er-
digi Birinci Diinya Savasi yillarina kadar uzanan dénemde Anadolu’nun de-
gisik sehirlerinden farkli nedenlerle kitlesel olarak ya da gorev nedeniyle gii-
niimiiz Urdiin topraklarmna gelip yerlesen topluluklardir. Biiyiik cogunlugu
Amman’a bagli Suveylih’te yasayan Urdiin Tiirklerinin giincel niifusu 12-15
bin araligindadir. Urdiin’de Tiirk varliginin ikinci unsuru ise tarihi ok daha
eskilere dayanan ve Israil’in Filistin’i isgali sonrasinda diger milyonlarca
Filistinli gibi Urdiin’e go¢ etmek durumunda kalan Filistin Tiirkmenleridir.
Bu kesim her ne kadar Filistin Tiirkmeni olsa da uzun yillardir Urdiin’de
yasamlarim siirdiirmektedir. Filistin Tiirkmenleri Urdiin vatandashg: ka-
zanmustir. Dolayisiyla da Urdiin’de Tiirk varliginin bir parcasidir. Biiytiik go-
gunlugu Urdiin-Israil sinirinda Rayan Vadisi'nde yasayan Urdiinlii Filistin
Tiirkmenlerinin niifusunun ise 50 bin civarinda oldugu tahmin edilmektedir.
Urdiin Tiirkleri ve Urdiinlii Filistin Tiirkmenlerini bir arada degerlendirdigi-
mizde Urdiin’de toplamda 60 bin civarinda Tiirk soylu toplulugun yasadig:
tespit edilmistir. Ancak farkl tarihsel arka plana sahip bu iki Tiirk soylu top-
lulugun kendi aralarinda etkilesim olmadig1 hatta kimi zaman birbirlerinin
varliklarindan haberdar olmadiklar: goriilmektedir.

Calismada Urdiin Tiirk varlig1 genis bir kapsamda ele alinmis ve bu cer-
cevede Tiirkiye’de gesitli topluluklarla akrabalik iliskisi devam eden, Osmanh
ve onun mirasgisi Tiirkiye ile arasinda duygusal bag kuran kesimler de ca-
lisma kapsamina dahil edilmistir. Bu baslik altinda ise Buhariler (Ozbekler),
Cerkezler, Cegenler yer almaktadir. Bu kesimleri Urdiin Tirk varlig icinde
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degerlendirmenin bir diger nedeni kiiltiirel ve tarihsel yakinlik nedeniyle s6z
konusu Urdiinlii kesimlerin Urdiin Tiirkleri ile de yakin olmasi, evlilikler
sayesinde kendi aralarinda akrabalik iliskisinin kurulmus olmasidir. Bu ko-
nuda en carpic 6rnek Birinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda Anadolu’ya done-
meyen ve giivenlik tehdidi altinda yasayan Osmanli askerlerinin bolgedeki
Cecenlerin arasina saklanmasi ve evlilikler yapmasidir.

Urdiin Tiirkleri ve Tiirkmenleri arasinda Tiirkge biiyiik oranda kaybedil-
mis olmakla birlikte Tiirkliik bilincinin korundugu soylenebilir. Tiirkiyenin
Ortadogu’da etkinliginin artmasi, Urdiin-Tiirkiye iliskilerinin gelisimine pa-
ralel olarak Urdiin Tiirkleri kimliklerini daha rahat bicimde dile getirmeye
baglamistir. Yine bunun bir sonucu olarak geng nesil arasinda Tiirkge dilini
ogrenme yoniinde bir egilim de bag gostermistir.

Tiirkiye'nin Urdiin Tiirkleri ile ilk irtibat1 gec donemde kurulmus ve ilgi
diisiik seviyede kalmistir. Urdiin Tiirklerinin kimliklerini korumak adina en
biiytik ihtiyaci iki nesil dncesinden unutulmaya baslanan Tiirkge dilinin 6§-
renilmesidir. 2019 yil itibariyle Urdiin Tiirklerinin sadece ikinci nesli Tiirkce
dilini korumaktadir. Bu kisiler babalarinin ve kimi zaman da annelerinin Tiirk
olmasi ve evde Tiirk¢e konusulmus olmasi nedeni ile Tiirkiye Tiirkgesini ok
iyi seviyede konusabilmektedir. Ancak bu kisilerin sayis1 onlarla ifade edile-
cek kadar azdir ve artik ¢ok fazla yaglanmiglardir. Tkinci nesilden sonra do-
gal yollarla Tiirkge bilen nesil kalmayacaktir. Bu nedenle Urdiin Tiirklerine
doniik Tiirkce egitimine oncelik verilmesi bu konuda destekleyici projeler
yuritilmesi gerekmektedir. Yunus Emre Tiirk Enstitiisii hali hazirda tim
Urdiin vatandaslarina acik sekilde Tiirkce egitimi vermektedir. Bunun yani
sira iki Urdiin Tiirk Dernegi de kendi imkanlar1 cergevesinde Tiirkge kurs-
lar1 diizenlemektedir. YTB de bu derneklerin Tiirkce egitimine ticretsiz ki-
tap destegi gibi hizmetlerde bulunmaktadir. Tiirk kurumlarmin bu yondeki
cabalarina daha fazla kaynak ve destek verilmesi faydali olacaktir. Ornegin
Tirk Milli Egitim Bakanligr tarafindan bir Tiirkge 6gretmeninin atanmasi,
egitime iliskin diger materyallerin Tiirk kurumlar1 tarafindan saglanmasi
derneklerin Tiirkce egitimi faaliyetlerine biiyiik destek saglayacaktir. Urdiin
Tiirklerinin kimliginin korunmasi agisindan faydali olabilecek diger bir des-
tek Urdiin Tiirklerinin tarihi, kiiltiirii, dili gibi konularda akademik ¢alisma-
lar hazirlanmasi, Tiirkiye ve Urdiin’de Urdiin Tiirklerine déniik sempoz-
yum/konferans organizasyonlar1 diizenlenmesi, TRT basta olmak tizere Tiirk
televizyon kanallarinin Urdiin Tiirkleri konusunda belgeseller hazirlatmasi
olacaktir. Urdiin Tiirkleri konusunda ne Tiirkce ne de Arapga literatiirde ¢ok
fazla yazili ve gorsel calisma bulunmaktadir. Bu agigin kapatilmasi Urdiin
Tiirklerinin kimliklerinin farkina varip korumasi, gelistirmesi, yayginlastir-
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masi, aralarinda birlik saglanmasi agilarindan ¢ok faydali olacaktir. Bu ne-
denle ilgili Tiirk kurumlarinin bahsi gecen akademik ve gorsel ¢alismalar
konusunda projeler hazirlatip, desteklemesi gerekmektedir.

Tiirkiye Urdiin’de yasayan Filistin Tiirkmenleri ile irtibat1 ise cok daha
yeni gerceklesmistir. Bu nedenle yakinlik kurulmus olsa dahi Tiirkiye'nin
Urdiin’deki Filistin Tiirkmenlerine doniik heniiz bir projesi hayata geciril-
memistir. Ancak ¢alismada belirtildigi tizere Filistin Tiirkmenleri Urdin’i
besleyen tarim alanlarimi iglemektedir. Bu agidan 6zellikle TIKA Urdiin
Koordinatorliigii Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin tarim ile ilgili calismalarini destek-
leyecek projeler yapmay1 planlamaktadir. TIKA Urdiin Koordinatorliigii'niin
bu yondeki ¢abalarina destek verilmesi Filistin Tiirkmenleri ile Tiirkiye ara-
sindaki bagin kuvvetlenmesi acisindan ¢ok faydali olacaktir. Bunun yam
sira Urdiin Tiirklerinin dernekleri olmakla birlikte Filistin Tiirkmenlerinin
boyle bir dernegi yoktur. Filistin Tiirkmenleri arasinda milletvekili pozis-
yonuna kadar yiikselmis 6nde gelen bir kesim bulunmaktadir. Tiirkiye'nin
destegi ve bu kesimin onciiliigiinde bir dernek kurulmasi Tiirkiye ile Filistin
Tirkmenleri arasindaki iliskinin kurumsallagsmasi ve Tiirkmenlerin de kendi
kimliklerini koruyabilmeleri agisindan yeni faaliyetler yapilabilmesi agisin-
dan yararl olacaktir. Projeler yapilirken Tiirkiye ile arasinda duygusal bag
kuran ve Urdiin Tiirkliigii ile de biiyiik lgiide kaynasmis durumdaki Cegen,
Buhari ve Cerkez topluluklarinin goz ardi edilmemesi gerekmektedir. Urdiin
Cerkezleri zaten 6rgiitlenme agisindan ¢ok ileri seviyededir ve Urdiin’de sec-
kin bir toplumsal kesimi temsil etmektedir. Cecenler de Urdiin Tiirklerine
gore ¢cok daha iyi orgiitlenmis olmakla birlikte Cerkezler gibi imkan ve kay-
naklara sahip degildir. Cecenler dillerini, kimliklerini, kiiltiirlerini korumak
adimna c¢ok caba sarf etmektedir. Cecenler ve Buharilerin bu agilardan kendi
aralarinda ytrittiigii faaliyetlere destek verilmesi gerekmektedir. Bunlara
ornek olarak; Cecen dil kurslarina imkan sunulmasi, Kudiis'teki Buhari tek-
kesinin yasamast igin destek verilmesi, Urdiin Tiirkleri ile diger toplumsal
kesimlerin bir arada olabilecegi organizasyonlarin diizenlenmesi verilebilir.

Bugiin itibariyle Urdiin’de yasayan Tiirk ve Tiirkmen varliginin sayi-
dan 6te bir varlik olarak kendilerini yeniden ifade etmeye ¢alismalar1 ve 6ze
déniis siirecinden geciyor olmalari bile tek bagna onemlidir. Ozellikle son
10-15 yilda Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu’daki etkinliginin artmasi ile paralel bir se-
kilde, bolgedeki Tiirk varliginin da kimlik kazanma g¢abasi igerisinde olmasi
dikkat gekicidir. Bu durum Ortadogu’da Tiirkiye'nin elini giliclendirebilecek
bir unsura doniistirken, Tiirkiye ve Urdiin arasindaki iliskilerin gelistirilmesi
konusunda bir k&prii haline gelebilir. Ote yandan bugiin Urdiin Tiirklerinin
kendilerini daha acik bir sekilde ifade etmeye calismalar: da 6zellikle diger
Ortadogu tilkelerinde yasayan Tiirk topluluklarina ilham ve destek verecektir.
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INTRODUCTION

Turkish presence in the region ranging from Morocco to Afghanistan
which is today called the Middle East can be traced back to the Umayyad
era. In 674 AD, Ubeydullah bin Ziyad, who was the governor of Khorasan,
set out from Bukhara with his army of 2,000 Turkish warriors, and after con-
quering Baykand, Nasaf, Ramiten and Saganiyan arrived in Basra where he
ordered the Turkish warriors under his command to settle. That is the first
trace of the Turks in the Middle East, in which they made their impact for the
following centuries. Thereafter, the westward march of the Turks began with
the Turkish-Islamic state of the Tulunid Dynasty (868-905 AD) which ruled
the territories known today as Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and Syria. Then the
Turkish dynasty of Ikhshidids held sway over the Hedjaz region, where the
Ka’'bah is located, for the first time as a Turkish state, in addition to the terri-
tories of Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and Syria. Although Turkish immigration to
the region increased in these periods, the mass movement of Turks towards the
Middle East started with the Seljuks. Many Oghuz (Turkish) tribes, along with
the Seljuks, arrived in today’s Middle East from Central Asia and then moved
to Anatolia. In this sense, one could say that the mass migration of the Turks
towards the Middle East took place from the 10th and 11th centuries onwards.'

After the Seljuk rule, the consolidating Turkish presence in the Middle
East, became an important element in the Ayyubid and Mamluk dynasties
established after the Seljuk State. During this period, the Ottomans, after
having established their reign in Anatolia, extended their rule to the Middle
East, which would last more than 400 years, when Sultan Selim I defeated the
Mamluks in Syria and the Sinai Desert in 1517 AD. Turks have deeply affect-
ed the Middle East during their reign and after the Ottoman State collapsed,
all new states in its territory ranging from Morocco to Iran host a resident
Turkish community. Particularly in the countries south of Turkey, there is
a major Turkish presence. Although the Turkish communities in Syria and
Iraq enjoy a degree of awareness in Turkey, little is known about the Turks
in countries such as Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.

! Hiirm{izlii, Ersat. (2013). Ortadogu Tiirkmenleri (Middle East Turkmens). Yeni Tiirkiye, September
October 2013 (54), p. 2191-2195
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Yet the Turks in these countries have significant populations and seek to find
ways of self-expression in the last 15-20 years. Lately, the Turkish community
in Jordan has been striving for reawakening. While the Turks in Jordan are
weak in terms of language, the most important element of national identi-
ty. Having been included within the Ottoman territories, Jordan hosts some
communities, the so called Ottoman remnants, who harbor an emotional
bond with Turkey. Thus, a field trip was conducted in Jordan focusing on the
Turkish and the Ottoman heritage communities in the country, in the context
of a project executed by the Center for Middle Eastern Studies (ORSAM) and
the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB).

Turkish Presence in Jordan and the Ottoman Heritage

Although the history of the Turkish presence in the present Jordanian
territory is quite old, as stated above, it is difficult to say that there are high
quality and detailed studies on the Turkish presence in Jordan. It is therefore
difficult to find detailed and precise information on the Turkish presence in
Jordan. Some of the information about Turkish presence in Jordan is obtained
from written sources, the majority is based on the data obtained from the in-
terviews conducted in the field study.

In the last period of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of the
State of Israel in 1948, a massive migration wave took place towards the
Jordanian territory. However, for both the characteristics of the immigration
to Jordan, the reasons for the arrival and the settlements, as well as their so-
cial characteristics the Turkish and the Ottoman heritage communities have
different features. As a matter of fact, in addition to communities of Turkish
origin in Jordan, Circassians and Chechens also have an important place
within Jordanian society and Jordanian Turks. These communities have de-
veloped emotional bonds with the Ottoman State and its heir Turkey. For
that, they are the communities which are favorable toward Turkey. That is
because, their ties with Turkey. At the same time, Turks were subjected to
oppression in the post-Ottoman period and they settled within Chechen and
Circassian communities hiding among them. It has enabled a high degree of
interaction between Turks and the Ottoman remnant communities leading to
the formation of a social structure intertwined in terms of culture and identi-
ty. Therefore, studies isolating the Turkish community individually will not
provide a sufficient ground for understanding the phenomenon. This study
will also handle the Circassians and Chechens while researching the Turkish
community in Jordan.
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Jordanian Turks

It will be appropriate to examine the Turkish presence in Jordan in sev-
eral levels both periodic and qualitative. Even though the exact reasons for
migration are unknown, Muhammed al-Turk, the Director of the Turkish
Charity Association, the oldest civil society organization of Jordanian Turks
founded in 1975, explains the reasons of migration as such:

¢ The Ottoman State resettled trustworthy Turkish families in regions with
strategic significance in its last 50 troubled years seeking to establish dis-
tant outposts.

e  Some Turks settled in the Jordanian territory during the construction of
the Hedjaz railroad.

¢  Some Turkish families settled in Jordan for the commercial activity rang-
ing from Anatolia to Damascus, Palestine, Hedjaz and Yemen.

e  Some Turks migrated to Jordan for religious purposes (i.e. for being clos-
er to Jerusalem and the Holy Land).

e Individual migration for religious education.

¢ Some Ottoman soldiers who fought in the World War I decided to re-
main in the area of duty.

While these factors are fundamental about the formation of the Turkish
presence in Jordan and the surrounding region, there are also people of
Turkish origin who saw the region as a immigration destination or route and
later on remained there.

The first mass migration toward today’s Jordanian territories took place
in the 1860s. Approximately 100 nomadic families of the Avshar clan of the
Oghuz settled in the Rumman village near the capital city of Amman. As a
matter of fact, many families belonging to the different branches of the Avshar
clan, which was still nomadic at that time, departed from different areas in
Anatolia (such as Aydin, Kayseri, Bolu, Urfa, Erzincan) and settled perma-
nently in Rumman, which has a fertile terrain. Damascus and Jerusalem had
become two main hubs in this migration route. In addition, it is know that
some of the Avshars who departed Turkey settled in Damascus, Jerusalem,
Jaffa and Nablus. Later on when the state of Jordan was founded, the Turks
of Rumman became a central element of the region.

Rumman was a settlement inhabited only by Turks until the 1970s. Turks
ruled the local governor’s office for 75 years. Afterwards, Arabs started to
migrate into Rumman known for its fertile lands changing the city’s de-
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mographics. At the same time, local Turks started to sell their property and
moved into Sweileh, a district of Amman. Consequently, Arabs came to dom-
inate Rumman, which was historically a Turkish settlement. As of today, no
Turkish family lives in Rumman. Known as the village of Beni Hasan tribe, it
is an entirely Arab village. While most of the Turks in Rumman moved to the
Sweileh district of Amman, some of them moved to other provinces. A his-
torical Turkish cemetery remains in Rumman even though there are no Turks
living there now. With the permission of the Jordanian government, the Turks
living in other places can still be buried in the Turkish cemetery of Rumman.

In addition, the Turks of Rumman have experienced migration within and
out of Jordan as well. Two major migration waves took place from Rumman to
Turkey, one in 1936, in which half of the Turkish families in Rumman moved
to Turkey, and the other is in 1952. Particularly between 1934 and 1938, the
Balkan Turks were resettled in Turkey (mostly from Bulgaria and Romania)
in a systematic way. During this period, more than 400 thousand Turks are
known to come to Turkey. One could guess that some Jordanian Turks have
returned to Turkey as well. Similarly, during the 1950s many Bulgarian Turks
and Muslims have moved to Turkey due to the oppression they face. And
during this period many Jordanian Turks are known to come to Turkey.

Another important factor for the Turkish presence in Jordan is the Hedjaz
Railroad Project which was launched in the late era of the Ottoman Empire.
The project started in September 1900 by the decree of Sultan Abdulhamid
IT and was inaugurated by the Sultan himself in 1909 when it was complet-
ed.? The railroad project was launched with defensive purposes in mind, par-
ticularly against external invasions toward Hedjaz and regional uprisings.
Economic and regional reasons were considered as well. Many Turkish fam-
ilies moved to today’s Jordanian territory accompanying railroad workers.
In addition, some workers were selected from those who undertook military
service in the region. When the project was completed, many of the workers
remained in the regions where the Hedjaz railroad passes through.

Shortly after the Hedjaz Railroad was inaugurated, the First World War
started in 1914 and the Arab tribes rebelled along the southern borders trig-
gering a declaration of mobilization. Some survivors among the Turkish sol-
diers, who have been deployed to fight along the Palestine-Syria front and
the Hedjaz-Yemen front also remained in the region. Some of these soldiers
settled after the state of Jordan was founded. Therefore, the Ottoman rem-

2Ufuk Giilsoy, William Ochsenwald, “Hicaz Demiryolu (Hedjaz Railroad)”, TDV Islam Ansiklopedisi,
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/hicaz-demiryolu (14.05.2019).

37



Historical Turkish Presence in Jordan and Related Communities

nant families and soldiers formed one of the main branches of the Turkish
presence in Jordan.

As of today, while most Turkish families live in Sweileh, Amman; one
can also find Turkish families in Zarqa, Irbid, Salt, Ma’an, Karak and even in
Aqabe. The chart below shows the cities and regions where Turkish families
as of today live in Jordan:

Current Distribution of Jordanian Turks
Province Sett!ement/ Sett!ement/ Sett!ement/ Sett!ement/ Sett!ement/
Figure Figure Figure Figure Figure
Ajloun | Settlement Ajloun Sakhra Sifine
Number 1 family 2-3 families 1 family
Amman | Settlement Sweileh Sahab Jabal Nasr Marjal- Ras Al Ain
Hammam
Number | 25-60 families 2 families 500 people 15 families 10 families
Balga | Settlement Salt
Number 1 family
Jerash | Settlement Jerash
Number 1 family
Irbid Settlement Irbid Nu‘aimah
Number | 10-30 families 1 family
Karak | Settlement Karak
Number | 4-15families
Ma‘an | Settlement Ma‘an Shobak
. Portion of
Number 5 families Hababi tribe
Zarqa | Settlement Zarqa Sukhnah
Number | 3,000 people 3 families

Note: Family members can rise as high as one hundred. The reason for that is
the individuals descending from a single ancestor are counted as one family.

Most Turks in Jordan have adopted the surname “al-Turk” after the Law
for surname came into effect. However, there are also families who do not
take the surname “al-Turk” among the Jordanian Turks. On the other hand,
even the Turkish families who took the surname “al-Turk” in Jordan continue
to be remembered with their old family names in the community. The chart
below contains the names that the Turkish families in Jordan are known as:
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Names of Jordanian Turkish Families

1 Aga 16 Al-Turk 31 Kupeli
2 Aslan 17 Hadi Yusuflu* 32 Mulazim
3 Avshar 18 Ciciklar* 33 Oglu
4 Avshar 19 Hacsilular* 34 Onbasi
5 Bedirhan 20 Kadilar* 35 Ozkan
6 Bostan 21 Kara Muhtar 36 Postacu
7 Burcak 22 Hakki 37 Salih
8 Burnu 23 Harputlu 38 Seyfi
9 Cennet 24 Hinkirik 39 Taslak
10 Cundi 25 Horsid 40 Tatar
N Deknas 26 Hulusi 41 Tomaki
12 Demir 27 izmirli 4 Ugurlu
13 Diri 28 Kanitli 43 Ustalar
14 Ebu Hasan 29 Karatelli 44 Zipli
15 Edhem 30 Kulak 45 Zulay

Note: The family of Haci Yusuflu also adopted the names of Hacsilular and
Kadilar after the surname law came into effect.

While the Turks living in Jordan are aware of their ethnic identity, the
majority of them have lost their language. Those who speak Turkish very
well are the second generation Turks who are few in number and very old.
Although the following generation has generally forgotten the Turkish
language, some of them have learned Turkish as a personal achievement.
Jordanian Turks, who have for a long time coexisted with the dominant Arab
identity, have been significantly impacted by the Arab culture as well. In ad-
dition, the negative effects of the historical struggle have brought the Turkish
identity backwards and it has been sidelined. It is even to the extent that many
Turks, who were interviewed in the field trip, told that they were warned by
their families not to mention their Turkish identity in schools or in any social
setting. The fact that Turks lived in different cities in Jordan in a scattered way
has blunted the interaction between each other and caused them to fall under
the influence of dominant identity. As a result of the education system, which
rests on the Arab identity, Turks were not allowed education in their mother
tongue thereby weakening the language connection. Under an identity di-
lemma, Turks opted for calling themselves ‘Jordanian” and stressed the citi-
zenship bond. It would be appropriate to state that problems between Turks
and Arabs throughout the process have led to the current situation. For this,
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the Turks living in Jordan have put the citizenship identity at the forefront in
order to avoid oppression.

At the same time, as Turkey’s influence in the Middle East have increased
in the last 10-15 years, the Turkish youth in Jordan started to show more in-
terest in the Turkish language and became more courageous in expressing
their identity. As a matter of fact, the Turkish language courses started by the
Jordan office of the Yunus Emre Institute and the Turkish Charity Association
receive significant attention. Furthermore, not only the Turks but also a sig-
nificant portion of the Jordanian society has come to be more interested in the
Turkish language. It is well known that four princes and a princess belonging
to the Jordanian royal family learn Turkish with the Yunus Emre Institute’s
support. Therefore, one could say that Jordanian Turks have started to claim
their identity strongly and their consciousness about Turkness has risen. It is
even to the extent that some families who formerly identified themselves as
Arabs, now gradually adopt their Turkish identity.

According to the figures of the Turkish Charity Association, the number
of Turks living in Jordan today is around 12,000 to 15,000. Yet, it is difficult
to ascertain an exact number of Jordanian Turks. That is because some Turks
do not adopt their Turkish identity while some others are called by Arabic
names. Therefore, no exact number is available for the Jordanian Turks.
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The Turks in Jordan generally live in harmony with the overall social
fabric of the country. They do not have controversial relations with any other
social groups due to their minority conditions and the social structure. Turks
have deeply intertwined with the Circassians, Chechens and other Ottoman
remnant communities living in Jordan. The tense relations between Turks
and Arabs caused by their troubled history have led Turks to feel themselves
comfortable among Circassians and Chechens, and hide among their com-
munities in order to find shelter and protection. The shared concerns and
conditions about being a minority group have been effective in bringing
these communities together. Therefore, Turks, Circassians and Chechens
have come to share kinship bonds through cross community marriages.

Jordanian Turks are generally conservative. They are all Muslims from
the Sunni denomination. Yet, the sectarian homogeneity in Jordan has pre-
vented the Sunni identity from having a dominant character. It would not be
wrong to state that Jordanian Turks have a moderate view of religion rather
than a radical understanding.

The Turks living in Jordan adopt a similarly moderate view toward pol-
itics as well. Citizenship is the most important concept for the Turks who
stress the national interest of Jordan rather than a sharp ideology. In this
sense, Jordanian Turks are ‘nationalistic’. As a matter of fact, Jordanian Turks
place themselves distant from politics. In other words, they are not interested
in politics. The fact that Jordan is a monarchy is the main reason for Jordanian
Turks’ apathy in politics. Therefore, they avoid taking risks by adopting a
political stance under such a regime in which representation does not matter.
Up to now, they have not formed a political organization or undertaken re-
sponsibility within existing political groups in Jordan.

At the same time, the Jordanian Turks’ level of education is rather high. A
major portion of the Turkish families attach importance to education and the
Turks’ participation in education is high. The Turkish families in Jordan be-
have egalitarian in the context of participation to education and they consider
the education of girls important unlike the general trend among the Middle
Eastern societies. In this sense, the Jordanian Turks are an educated commu-
nity. Thus, they are represented in every profession. Turks are assigned to
varying degrees and positions in the government administration. They serve
in large numbers particularly in the military domain. Yet, the Jordanian re-
gime’s general practice targets Turks as well. That is to say in Jordan, no one
from the communities other than the Jordanian Arabs (Circassian, Turkish,
Chechen, Palestinian, etc) may rise to the upper echelons of the government.
For this reason, Turks generally serve in the lower and middle positions in
the government.
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In this context, one could say that the Jordanian Turks generally have a
middle class economic power. Turks share the same standards of living with
the civil servants who enjoy middle class life standards. At the same time, Turks
are known to have local business in differing fields. In this sense, one could say
that Turks are not concentrated in specific spheres of economic activity.

Distant from the political sphere, the Jordanian Turks lack a significant
civil society activity either. That is because in Jordan there are only two civil
society groups belonging to the Turks. One of the two is the Turkish Charity
Association which is the oldest and the most well-known civil society group
of the Jordanian Turks. It was founded in 1975 in Sweileh, in order to increase
interaction and foster cooperation between the Turkish families who migrat-
ed there. One of the factors that contributed to the founding of this organiza-
tion may be the fact that Turkey helped Jordan during its ‘Black September’
in the 1970s.> The Turkish Charity Association still continues its activity. In
addition, there is an association called Turkish Diwan, which was founded
in 2016 by a splinter group from the Turkish Charity Association. Yet, the
Turkish Charity Association still keeps its place and importance among the
Turkish community.

Turkish Charity Association

Founded in 1975, the Turkish Charity Association has 448 general as-
sembly delegates and more than 2,000 members. It undertakes director elec-
tions every three years. The 10 founding members of the Turkish Charity
Association are:

Mahmud Mustafa Cennat al-Turk
Abdulselam Ahmed al-Hac al-Turk
Muhammed Said al-Turk
Necmeddin Muhammed al-Turk
Necip Said Niyazi

Ahmed Osman al-Turk

Ali Omer al-Turk

Abdullah Mustafa al-Turk
Abdulaziz Muhammed Abdulaziz
10. Taha Eymen al-Turk

A A A R e

* Akdevelioglu, Atay ve Kiirkgiioglu, Omer, Orta Dogu'yla Hiskiler (Relations with Middle East), Baskin
Oran, Tiirk Dis Politikas1 Kurtulus Savasindan Bugiine Olgular, Belgeler, Yorumlar, (Turkish Foreign
Policy From War of Independence to Today: Concepts, Documents and Comments) 2. Edition, Istanbul,
Heti§im Yayinlari, 2001, p. 790
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Its current administration consists of:
Muhammed Cengiz al-Turk, Director
Aydin al-Turk, Vice Director

Yazan al-Turk, Accountant

Arej al-Turk, Secretary General
Hisam al-Turk, Board Member

Raid Davraz, Board Member
Mustafa al-Turk, Board Member

The regulation of the association remarks that its administration rests on

the provisions of the “association and charity organizations of the Ministry
of Social Development of the Hashimite Kingdom of Jordan. According to the

regulation, the general aims of the association are:

Adhere to and uphold law and order achieve development in this regard,
Work for amending the difficulties of life and serving the people,

Tell the Turkish history with all its aspects,

Teach Turkish and open Turkish courses,

Assist in preparing documents for Turkish citizenship in accordance
with legal requirements,

Aid needy Turkish families,

Support university students to complete their education insofar as the
association resources allow,

Aid the members and their families in every sphere,
Support orphans,

Uphold sadaqga and charity

Promote high ethics, Islamic values and tolerance,
Encourage opinion exchange,

Widen the base of cooperation and benefit,

Present opinions with respect,

Be tolerant toward others.

In this framework, the Turkish Charity Association has boosted its ac-

tivities for promoting the interaction of the Turkish community in Jordan.
Its social visibility has been upgraded thanks to its contacts with the Amman

Embassy of Turkey, the presence of the Yunus Emre Institute, the activities
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of the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB) and the
contributions of the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA).
Particularly, there is a high demand for Turkish courses organized by the
association.

Turkish Diwan

The Turkish Diwan was founded by a group of breakaways from the
Turkish Charity Association in April 2016. It differs from the Turkish Charity
Association on the grounds that among its members there are Palestinian
Turkmens. It undertakes similar charity activities. Its board consists of:

Muhammed al-Turk, Director

Munir al-Turk, Vice Director

Nidal al-Turk, Accountant

Ibrahim Aslan, Board Member

Muhammed Hulusi, Board Member

Neshat al-Turk, Board Member

According to Muhammed al-Turk, Director of the Turkish Diwan, ap-

NN e

proximately 200 families are registered in the organization. Some of these
families are known to be registered in the Turkish Charity Association as
well. Director Muhammed al-Turk states that their foremost aim is preserv-
ing and promoting Turkish language among the Turks living in Jordan there-
by boosting their interaction with Turkey.

Palestine Turkmens

The Palestinian Turkmens constitute a major portion of the Turkish pres-
ence in Jordan. According to rumors, the majority of the Palestinian Turkmens
are descendants of the Turkmen cavalry units deployed to Palestine by
Salahaddin Ayyubi. The Turkmens that were interviewed during the field
study state that they can trace their lineage back to seven generations yet can-
not reach further back. Today, Turkmens live in the “Marj bin Amr” region
of Palestine situated at the center of Haifa, Nasira, Janin triangle. Rumors say
that Salahaddin Ayyubi granted the area to the Turkmens under his command
after he conquered Jerusalem. During the Ottoman era, the area had gover-
nors from Palestinian Turkmens even though they did not speak Turkish.
Today, there are still Turkmens in the region, but after the founding of the
state of Israel, some Turkmen families migrated to several places in Jordan
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and at last came together in Wadi al-Rayan. Wadi al-Rayan is situated just
two kilometers away from the border between Jordan and Israel/Palestine.
In addition, it is 14 kilometers from Janin, 30 kilometers from Golan, and 20
kilometers from the Jordanian city of Irbid.

As of today, the names of approximately 138 Turkmen families belong-
ing to 8 tribes in Jordan are known. These tribes and families are given in the

chart below.
Urdunlu Filistin Turkmenleri (Sons of Beni Amir)
Sukayrat | Al-Tavatha | Al-Avadin | Alkem (Al- | BeniSuaidan | BeniGerra | BeniKalbe | Nagnaniye
Tribe Tribe Tribe Vuhus) Tribe | (ibdah) Tribe Tribe Tribe Tribe
1. Al- 1.Al- 1. Al- . 1. Al- 1. Al-
Sukeyra Musarife Yakup 1 Muammer | 1. A-Hatib Hevasin 1. Sertan Feyyad
2. Al-Favair Z'AI.- 2.Ak 2. Zarrak 2. Mansur Z'Al_. 2. Al-Hindi | 2. Al-Hurub
Favadile Zureyk Bacavi
3.A- 3.A- . . 3.A- 3.Al- 3.Al-
3. Al-Husuk Sevayihin | Sehab 3. AlSeyyid 3. AlSud Ferasin | Kerayime | Muhsin
4. Al-Araira | 4. Al-Geyt Sllll.n?llj_ri 4. Al-Sami | 4.Al-Makdadi | 4.Al-Said |4.Al-Sehab | 4.Nebhan
5. Al- 5.A- 5.A- . . . -
Tubeysat | Suheybat | Hadarat 5. Halil 5. Al-Kevayide | 5. Al-Amir | 5. Al-Beyici | 5. Al-Kehle
6. Al- 6. Ebu ) 6. Al- 6. Al-
6. Al-Sukur Gababse Hurme 6. Al-Haccat | 6. Al-Nevakile Huceyd | Ziyadine 6. Al-Firat
) 7.Al- ) 7.Al- 7.Al- 7.Al-
7. Al-Cevalil Gamamze 7.Kuteys | 7.Al-Kurdat | 7.Al-Gavadire Salahat Riyahat | Kaveyide
. ' 8. Al- 8. Al- -
8. Al-Ayyat | 8.Al-Sobas | 8.Duveyk | 8.Al-Gazavi | 8.Al-Suvari Hayrallat | Hamid 8. Biladi
9. Al-Ziyabat | 9. Al-Arbali | 9.Sagar | 9.EbuSuves | 9.Al-Ferhat 9Z'aE(_;)au 9. Bilal
A g i | 1%A o amutak | 10, Alcondi | %A |10, Al seyh
Hamayse Tayyar Katanat
1. Al- 11. Al- 11. Ebu . 11. Ebu
Zikarta 1. Esad Mutlak Rumeyle 1. Al-Zevatin Ferce
12.ALGarus | 12.Muslah | 12AT L 1B g B
Hasan Sileyan
13.Ebu | 13.Bbu 1AL e |13 Bbu al-Rab
Same Somer Buzeyr
14. Al- 14. Al- .
14. Al-Esmer Geyrut | Hammad 14. Suveylat 14. Al-Fari
15. Al- 15. Ebu 15. Al-
Abdavi 15-Numan Atuk Nuseyrat 13- Selum
16, ALRimali| 16.5ah | A" | 16.Mufdi | 16.Ebu Cevher
Gabari
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17. Al-

17.Fadil | 17. Cuneyd .| 17.Musebbe | 17.Ebu Hatab
Saharir
18.5abah | > Eu | 18.A 18. Al-Furuc
Same Furuc

19.Ebu 19. Ebu 19. Ebu
Rekbe Nesib Cebel
20. Al-
Sahadat

21.Yunus 21. Al-

al-Hamdan | Cevabire
22.Al- 22.Ebu
Sersavi Matar

23. Ureybi | 23. Buheyt

24. Al-
Hamidi

25. Al- Esgar
26.Tuama
27. Al-Zakta

28. Al-
Masaliha

29. Ebu Ceris
30. Cuseyn
31. Al-Huluf
32. Al-Furuc

20. imedi

In addition, there are some families, whose names are not mentioned here.

Apart from Al-Rayan and the tribe of Teamri in Sweileh, there is a sig-
nificant Palestinian Turkmen population in Irbid, Zerqa and the Beqaa
camp. There are three villages in Al-Rayan comprised of Turkmens, which
are Ruveyhe, Kreyme and Darelle. Ruveyhe is the biggest among them.
According to Yusuf Mahmud Turkmen, the mukhtar of Al-Rayan Turkmen
tribes, approximately 2,000 people live in the village. Turkmens also held the
mayorship of Kreyme in one period. At the same time, Turkmens live in the
twenty two other villages of Al-Rayan.

Irbid hosts the second largest Palestinian Turkmen community after
Wadi Rayan. Some Turkmens, who had settled in Wadi Rayan in 1948, mi-
grated to Irbid where they formed a large district. The Turkmen district in
Irbid with its eastern and western branches is the largest district in Irbid.
Sevket Ibrahim (Turkmen), the mukhtar of the Turkmen district, stated in an
interview conducted during the field trip that there are approximately 20,000
people and 4,000 houses in the district.
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The third largest Palestinian Turkmen community in Jordan lives in the
Beqaa camp. Approximately 10-15 thousand Palestinian Turkmen reside
in this camp. Also, there are Palestinian Turkmens in the refugee camp in
Sukhne. In addition, Palestinian Turkmens are settled in Sahna, which was a
former refugee camp morphed into a city. One can find Palestinian Turkmens
in the capital city of Amman as well. Even though figures regarding the num-
ber of Palestinian Turkmens differ, according to some accounts it is more
than fifty thousand. As of today, all Palestinian Turkmens have acquired
Jordanian citizenship.

As of the current situation, both Turks and Palestinian Turkmens of
Jordan have lost their mother tongues. While all Palestinian Turkmens speak
Arabic, some families have “Turkmen” names in their IDs and they have lo-
cal “Turkmen Tribal Mukhtars” registered officially by the Jordanian Interior
Ministry. There are three officially registered mukhtars representing the
Palestinian Turkmens. The mukhtars are not elected but picked by the con-
sensus of tribes and declared to the Ministry of Interior and then they are
officially assigned as the representative of Turkmen tribes in the eyes of the
Jordanian government. Accordingly, the incumbent Turkmen mukhtars are:

Sevket Ibrahim — Mukhtar of the Turkmen District in Irbid
Yusuf Mahmud Ahmed Mustafa—Mukhtar of the Ruveyha Neighborhood

Nasr Ahmet al-Isa al-Hatip — Mukhtar of the Turkmen-Arab Tribes of
Wadi al-Rayan

Stamps of Mukhtars
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As seen above, Nasr Ahmet, the mukhtar in Wadi al-Rayan is called
the mukhtar of Turkmen-Arab tribes, which shows that the Palestinian
Turkmens in Jordan are also called “Turkmen-Arab” (Arabi Turkmen). The
phrase of “Arab-Turkmen” is also used to indicate nomads and this com-
munity is called as such because they speak Arabic even though they are of
ethnic Turkish origin.

The Palestinian Turkmen community living in Jordan has a conservative
character. They are all Muslims belonging to the Sunni sect. While they do
not have sharp political positions regarding the internal affairs of Jordan, they
clearly state their reactions against Israel’s policies in Palestine. Even though
they do not have a political group of their own, Hamza Mansur, a member of
the Jordanian Parliament from the Islamic front of the Islah Group supported
by the Muslim Brotherhood, is known to be a Palestinian Turkmen.

At the same time, Palestinian Turkmens are known to work actively in
every sector. While there are numerous Turkmens in the civil service, the
Palestinian Turkmens are also active in commerce and agriculture. The
Palestinian Turkmens, who live in al-Rayan, an agricultural area ranging
for 30 kilometers, are conducting remarkable agricultural activities. Since
Al-Rayan has a high potential for agriculture and greenhouse activities,
many Turkmens work in the sector. They call al-Rayan “the region that feeds
Jordan”.

The Palestinian Turkmens living in Jordan have high education lev-
els. Not only those who work in the civil or official service but also those
Turkmens who work in the commerce or agriculture sector are known to
have undergraduate, graduate or doctoral degrees.

Palestinian Turkmens loudly state their loyalty and gratitude to Jordan,
the country where they have been living for decades, while also declare their
longing for Palestine by saying “One day we will return to Palestine”. Some
of them still live in Palestine (particularly in Janin) as of today. Palestinian
Turkmens are known to have an association there called Turk-Turkmen
Diwan which still continues its activities.
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The Ottoman Heritage Communities in Jordan
Bukharis

The Bukharis from Uzbek origin is another Turkish community living
in Jordan. Among those who fled to Jordan from Palestine in 1948, the com-
munity known as the Bukharis had migrated from Uzbekistan to Jerusalem,
where they had settled after the Russian invasion of Turkistan and still live as
of today. In 1731, they have founded the Hearth of the Bukharis in Jerusalem.
It was founded with the purpose to host those coming from Bukhara and the
Ottoman lands. Sheikh Resid Buhari, who migrated from Bukhara in 1960,
has a big influence on the Hearth. Said Buhari, the third generation grand-
son of Sheikh Resid Buhari and who was interviewed during the field study
conducted in Jordan, stated that the Hearth was founded for the Bukharis
who wanted to go to Hajj. When the Russian army invaded Turkistan in
1918, a major migration took place from Bukhara to Jerusalem. Accordingly,
Bukharis arrived and settled in Jordan via Jerusalem.

The initial movement of the Bukharis toward today’s Jordanian territory
took place at the beginning of the 1920s for economic reasons. The al-Bukhari
Bazaar in Amman was founded in 1927-28 as the first trade center. In Irbid,
there is an al-Bukhari market as well, which is operated by the Bukharis.
These markets are still operational and managed by Bukharis.

The largest migration wave of the Bukharis to Jordan was after 1948,
when the state of Israel was founded. Numerous Bukhari families joined the
Palestinians moving to Jordan. Living in the cities of Amman and Irbid, some
Bukharis have managed to preserve their Uzbek language while particularly
the younger generation seems to be gradually losing their mother tongue.

Like the other communities of Turkish origin, all Bukharis have been
granted Jordanian citizenship. The majority of them has “Bukhari” surname.
Some others have family names as Kilani, Mirza, Taskendi, Can, etc.

At the same time, Bukharis seek to reclaim their customs and culture and
try to live up to their traditions particularly on special occasions. Although
they come from Central Asia, a region with very different characteristics from
that of the Middle East, Bukharis have adapted to the new conditions over
time and have been fully integrated in Jordan. They are low in number com-
pared to the other communities of Turkish origin and have strong relations
with Jordanian Turks, and the Ottoman remnant Circassians and Chechens.

The Bukhari community has a conservative character like the other com-
munities of Turkish origin. They are moderate Muslims of the Sunni sect. At
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the same time, one could say that Bukharis adopt a moderate stance in poli-
tics and stay away from it. Like the other communities of Turkish origin, they
have no political parties of their own. Yet, they come together at times in the
Bukhari Association, a gathering registered as an official association resem-
bling a tribal diwan. Having financial difficulties, the Bukhari Association
ceased its activities and has no elected leader since the latest director died in
March 2019.

Most Bukharis enjoy mid-level economic welfare. Some of them are ac-
tive in the commerce sector while others work in the civil service. The field
study conducted in Jordan did not produce exact figures as to their current
population. At the same time, rumors indicate that some in the Bukhari com-
munity in Jordan experience reverse migration. As a matter of fact, some
Bukharis migrated to live with their relatives who live in Turkey or Europe
due to the difficult economic conditions in Jordan.

Caucasians in Jordan: Circassians and Chechens

In addition to the Turkish communities in Jordan, there are also
Circassian and Chechen communities from the Caucasus who are Ottoman
remnants and favorable toward Turkey. Particularly the Circassian commu-
nity in Jordan is significant for their place in the state administration and
their population rate.

Some of the Circassians fleeing the Russian invasion had arrived in the
Jordanian territory in large numbers. The main migration wave to today’s
Jordan took place between 1868 and 1909. Circassians determined Amman
as a hub and dispersed to other provinces from there. They have played an
important role in the founding and urbanization of Amman. As a matter of
fact, the first elected mayor of Amman in 1909 was a Circassian named Ismail
Babuk. Later on they settled in Jerash, Sahab, Naour, Wadi Sir, Zarqa, Sweileh
and Rusayfah and ruled as mayors.

Circassians adopted an active stance after the state of Jordan was found-
ed. Having founded different political groups along the historical process,
they have played an active role in the political life of Jordan. For example, the
first Circassian association was established in 16 January 1932 with the pur-
pose of bringing Circassians together and it is still active. Its first office was
established in Amman, Sweileh. Then in 1961, it had its provincial offices in
Naour, Wadi Sir, Ruseyfah and Zerge opened. The Circassian Women’s Union
was launched in Amman in 1971 and in Jerash in 1984. Circassians opened a
school in 1974. Zuhtu Canbeg, head of the Circassian Association who was
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interviewed during the field trip in Jordan, stated that 1,200 students study in
that school as of the current situation. In addition, the Circassian Association
has a kindergarten named Prince bin Ali in Zarqa. Circassians are also active
in sports. The Circassian Association has launched sports clubs Al-Ahli in
1942 and Cili Cedid (New Generation) in 1959. Circassians have founded an-
other association in 1993 named the Group of Friends from Caucasia (Asdika
Serakezet Kafkas).

Circassians are active in the political life as well. There is a Chechen and
Circassian quota of 3 chairs in the 130-chair Jordanian Parliament. Depending
on their demographics, Circassians ask for representation rights beyond
the quota. There are also Circassians who served in the Jordanian cabinet.
Moreover, the Royal Guard of Jordan consists wholly of Circassians. There
are many Circassians among the high ranking members of the security ap-
paratus in Jordan. Circassians are generally well educated and have higher
incomes. They are active in trade as well as the state administration.

As of today, there are different figures as to the population of Circassians
living in Jordan. The data provided by the Circassian Association is over two
hundred thousand, while the official figures are approximately one hundred
and sixty thousand. They are a closely knit community. The Circassians in
Jordan has a strong communication network among themselves. Particularly
the Circassians living in Amman preserve their language, customs and cul-
ture. Besides Amman, Circassians have large populations in Jerash, Zarqa,
Ruseyfah and Irbid. At the same time, the Circassians of Jordan maintain
strong communication with the Circassians in Turkey, Russia and other
countries. They enjoy good kinship relations and strong links particular-
ly with the Circassians in Turkey since most of them moved to Jordan via
Turkey. Therefore, most of their relatives live in Turkey. Zuhtu Canbeg, di-
rector of the Jordan Circassian Association, state that older Circassians speak
Turkish for they had spent some time in Turkey, while the next generation
has forgotten.

In addition to Circassians, Chechens are an important Caucasian com-
munity in Jordan. The first migration wave to the territory of today’s Jordan
is known to have started in 1903 when the Russian army invaded Chechnya.
Approximately 200 Chechen families fled the invasion and migrated toward
Mecca for religious reasons, yet they could not pass the desert and remained
in Zarqa. Chechens have also settled in Jordan to work in the Hedjaz Railroad
and defend it during the Ottoman era. Later on, after Chechens had arrived
in Jordan, some additional Chechen families continued to migrate and were
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dispersed in other provinces of Jordan. In addition to Zarqa, some Chechens
settled in Amman (Particularly Sweileh), Azraq and Sukhnah, the most im-
portant settlement of the Chechens in Jordan where they live in high num-
bers. There is a memorial building in Sukhnah representing the Chechen
community. In addition, there is a Chechen neighborhood in Zarqa.

Chechens opted for launching an association for the first time in 1957
and the Chechen Association was founded in Zarqa. It has offices in Sukhnah,
Sweileh and Azraq. In the following decades Chechens have founded oth-
er organizations as well. There is also the Chechen Charity Organization in
addition to the Chechen Association. It has offices in Sukhnah, Zarqa and
Sweileh. The Chechen Womens” Union was established in connection with
these organizations. At the same time, there is the Jordan Chechen Folklore
Association, the Caucasian Culture Association, and the Friends of Chechens
Organization along with some diwans belonging to some families. The
Chechens living in Jordan have a tribal character. The tribe of Beyno is the
largest of the Chechen tribes in Jordan. As of the current situation, Tamir
Beyno, who is a member of the Parliament from Amman, belongs to this
tribe. At the same time, there are the large Chechen tribes of Parcho, Gilno,
Zendko, Bilto and Sono in Jordan.

Chechens are known to be a conservative community. Being Sunni
Muslims, they have representatives among the Muslim Brotherhood in
Jordan. One of these are Tamir Beyno, who is mentioned above. In addition,
Nebil Kamil, who is the deputy of Zarqa in the Jordanian Parliament, is a
Chechen. These two MPs were selected from the 3-seat quota granted to the
Chechens and Circassians and belong to the Muslim Brotherhood group
within the Jordanian Parliament.

Chechens are generally recognized as an educated community. It is
known that Chechen families attach importance to education. Although
among the new generation of Chechen people who have started to lose the
Chechen language, Chechens living in Jordan are trying to preserve and to a
large extent protect their language. Together with the courses offered by the
Chechen Association, there is the idea of opening a school for Chechens.

Unlike the Circassians in Jordan, Chechens have weak relations with the
Chechens in Turkey and in Russia. But some Chechen families are said to
have immigrated to Turkey due to the weakening economic conditions in
Jordan. The Chechens who were interviewed during the field study in Jordan
state that returning to Russia is not an option as of the current situation and
they would prefer Turkey particularly for religious reasons.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the Turkish presence and the Ottoman heritage commu-
nities in Jordan are grouped into three categories. The first is the Jordanian
Turks. The Turks of Jordan are the communities that came to the present-day
Jordan en masse for different reasons or due to their duties, from different
cities of Anatolia in the period starting from the 19th century when Jordan
was within the Ottoman territories until the end of the First World War, when
the Ottoman rule ended. The current population of Jordanian Turks, most
of whom live in Sweileh of Amman, is between 12-15 thousand. The sec-
ond element of the Turkish presence in Jordan is the Palestinian Turkmens,
whose history dates back much earlier and had to emigrate to Jordan like the
millions of other Palestinians after the Israeli occupation of Palestine. They
live for a long time in Jordan despite being called Palestinian Turkmens.
They have also been granted Jordanian citizenship. Therefore, they belong
to the Turkish presence in Jordan. The population of Jordanian Palestinian
Turkmens, most of whom live in Wadi al Rayan on the Jordan-Israel bor-
der, is estimated to be around 50,000. Counting the Jordanian Turks and the
Palestinian Turkmens of Jordan together, it is found that there are around 60
thousand people belonging to the communities of Turkish origin. Yet, these
two communities, which share the same historical background have no inter-
action with each other and to some extent are not aware of each other.

This study handles the Turkish presence in Jordan in a wide context
and accordingly the communities, which harbor emotional bonds with the
Ottomans and Turkey and ongoing kinship with various communities in
Turkey, were included in the study. These communities are the Bukharis
(Uzbeks), Circassians and Chechens. Another reason for counting these com-
munities within the Turkish presence in Jordan is that they are close to the
Jordanian Turks due to cultural and historical proximity and that kinship rela-
tions have been established among themselves through marriages. The most
striking example of this is that the Ottoman soldiers who could not return to
Anatolia after the First World War and who were under the threat of security
were hiding among the Chechens in the region and having marriages.

Although the Turkish language has been lost to a large extent among
Jordanian Turks and Turkmens, it can be said that they preserve their Turkish
consciousness. Jordanian Turks have started to express their identity in a
more comfortable manner since Turkey has increased its influence in the
Middle East and the relations between Jordan and Turkey have been devel-
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oped. Accordingly, the younger generation has developed a trend toward
learning the Turkish language.

Turkey’s first contact with Jordanian Turks was established in a later
period and the interest of Turkey has remained at lower levels. The great-
est need of the Jordanian Turks for preserving their identity is to learn the
Turkish language which was forgotten before two generations. As of 2019,
only the second generation of the Jordanian Turks maintains the Turkish lan-
guage. These people can speak Turkish very well because they grew up in
houses where both mothers and fathers spoke Turkish. Yet, there are only
a handful of these people who are now very old. After the second gener-
ation passes, there will be no Turks left who speak Turkish as their moth-
er tongue. Therefore, the Turkish language education should be a priority
toward Jordanian Turks supported with projects. The Yunus Emre Institute
openly provides Turkish language education to all Jordanian citizens. In ad-
dition, two Jordanian Turkish associations organize Turkish language cours-
es with their own means. YTB provides aid such as free textbooks to these
associations” Turkish language courses. More resources and more support
toward the Turkish institutions” efforts toward this aim will be beneficial. For
example, the Ministry of National Education could assign Turkish language
teachers and other Turkish institutions could provide learning materials in
order to support the Jordanian Turkish associations’ courses. Another im-
portant assistance that would benefit the efforts for preserving the identity of
Jordanian Turks involves organizing symposiums and conferences in Jordan
for Jordanian Turks and producing documentaries in Turkish television chan-
nels such as TRT about Jordanian Turks. Not many written and visual studies
and products are to be found neither in Turkish nor in Arabic literature about
the Jordanian Turks. Making up for this shortcoming would be beneficial for
the Jordanian Turks to become aware of, preserve and develop their identity,
providing unity among themselves. For this reason, relevant Turkish institu-
tions should have projects about the mentioned academic and visual studies
and provide assistance.

Turkey’s contact with the Palestinian Turkmens living in Jordan is a
much newer development. Even though the contact has been established,
Turkey has not yet initiated any projects toward the Palestinian Turkmens
in Jordan. As mentioned earlier in the report, Palestinian Turkmens work in
the agriculture sector that feeds Jordan. Therefore, the Jordan office of TIKA
aims to implement projects that would assist the agricultural efforts of the
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Palestinian Turkmens. Assisting the efforts by the TIKA Jordan Coordination
Office would be beneficial for strengthening the bond between Palestinian
Turkmens and Turkey. In addition, while the Jordanian Turks have their as-
sociations, Palestinian Turkmens lack a civil society organization as such.
Among the Palestinian Turkmens, there is a prominent group that has risen
to the position of membership in the parliament. If Turkey encourages this
prominent group to set up a civil society organization, it would enable to in-
stitutionalize the relationship between Turkey and Palestinian Turkmens and
would help preserve the identity of Turkmens through organizing activities
of their own. While projects are being implemented, it would be wise not to
neglect the communities of Chechens, Bukharis and Circassians, the integral
elements of the Turkish presence in Jordan who harbor emotional bonds with
Turkey. The Circassians of Jordan, who are already a prominent communi-
ty, are very advanced in terms of civil society organization. While Chechens
are more organized than Jordanian Turks, they lack the resources and po-
tential that Circassians possess. They spend a great deal of effort in preserv-
ing their identity, language and culture. It is necessary to support the efforts
that Chechens and Bukharis show for themselves. Providing assistance to
Chechen language courses, supporting the survival of the Bukhari hearth in
Jerusalem and organizing events that would bring together Jordanian Turks
and other communities would be good examples.

It is very important in itself that the Turkish and Turkmen communi-
ties in Jordan have been experiencing a revival and renaissance regardless
of their numbers. It is particularly striking that as Turkey’s influence in the
Middle East has grown in the last 10 to 15 years, the Turkish expatriate com-
munities in the region started to become aware of their identity. While this
phenomenon has proven to be a leverage for Turkey in the Middle East, it
can also act as a bridge, which would develop relations between Turkey and
Jordan. At the same time, as the Jordanian Turks strive to openly express
themselves and their identity, they would inspire and encourage other expa-
triate Turkish communities in the Middle East.
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